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RALLY DAY
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for
every good work.
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Following the Town Hall Meeting led by the TTF, we will have
our annual Rally Day Picnic to kick off the 2019 Christian
Education. Join us for great food, friendship, fun and games!
When:

Sunday, September 8, 2019. Lunch will be at 12:00
PM.
Where: Ascension Lutheran Church
Who:
Everyone
What: Bring your favorite side dish or dessert. The Board of
Education will provide the main dish and drinks.

Mark your calendars for the Town Hall Meeting with recommendations
from the Transition Task Force (TTF) that will be held on Rally Day
Sunday, September 8, 2019, following the worship service.

A VOTERS’ MEETING will be held on Sunday, September 15, 2019,

Christian Education begins on Sunday, September 15,
2019!
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! – Dear Mark and Katie Straszheim: We are
one family in Christ that is passionate about family, friendship, and
finding our calling in the Lord’s fields. Please call this place your home.
Here you will find help, healing, and hope. Here you will be able to offer
help, healing, and hope. We welcome you here and look forward to
living out vocations together in Christ! Much love in Christ from your
new church family.
SINGERS WANTED! Do you like to sing? Our choir will
be starting up again soon, and we are looking for a few
new members for this year. We will have rehearsals on
Tuesday evenings from 7:00–8:00 PM, and we sing for
worship services about once per month. If you are
curious, please come to our CHOIR OPEN HOUSE on
Tuesday, September 10 at 7:00 PM in the music
room. There will be fellowship, refreshments, and
listening to music. If you have any questions, feel free to
contact the music director at vcandreva@ascensionpgh.com.

BAND OF BROTHERS: The Band of Brothers and Pew Sisters will
meet on Saturday, September 21, 2019, from 9:00 – 10:00 AM, with
breakfast at 8:30 AM. We have invited Bob Jamison from Adam’s
Quest, and author of “Steel Faithful: Stories of God at Work in
Pittsburgh”, to speak to us. Bob’s passion for Christ’s work in Pittsburgh has
resulted in this book, which has been inspiring God’s people with stories of His
vision, power, and faithfulness over the last two generations. The book has sold
out of its first printing and Bob is making himself available to speak to churches to
encourage the hearts of believers with the message that God has been at work in
powerful ways and that He has plans for this city. He will bring books that can be
purchased
for
$15
each.
You
can
find
out
more
by
visiting
www.adamsquest.org/steel-faithful.
We hope you will join us to hear Bob’s
inspirational message.

PUMPKIN FEST/FLEA MARKET – The Outreach Committee is having our
SIXTH (can you believe it) Fall event. The date is Saturday, October 5, from
8 AM to 1 PM. On sale will be pumpkins, those delicious homemade apple
and pumpkin pies, hot dogs, various other goodies, and beverages.
Volunteers are also working on unique crafts to sell with the income going
directly to the church. Again, we are having a flea market which will be held in
the Fellowship Hall as well as in the parking lot (weather permitting). To reserve a
space for $20, (indoors or outdoors) please tell Vicki Wiegand,
vickig@zoominternet.net or 724-816-0413. You may have crafts or treasures
from home that you no longer want. (Please no food for sale.) Come early that
morning to set up and take home everything that doesn’t sell. Sign up early and
feel free to mention to neighbors and friends who may want a space.
PIE MAKING – We are again having a pie making day at the church. If you
helped in the past, we sure need you again. But if you haven’t, we would love
you to join us. It’s fun and very productive. The dates are Tuesday,
September 24, 1:00 to 4:00 PM, and 6:00 to 9:00 PM, and Wednesday,
September 25, 1:00 PM, to do the apple pies. One session will be held on Friday,
October 4, at 1:00 PM to make pumpkin pies. Please bring an apron and rolling
pin, and a favorite paring knife for peeling apples. If you prefer to make pumpkin
pies at home when it fits your schedule, that’s OK, too. Please let Trish Young know
if you can help at 412-364-6109 or pyoung1234@comcast.net. Thank you SO
MUCH.
FREEZER CLEANING ALERT – The Outreach Committee will be cleaning
the freezer on Sunday, September 22, following the Education Hour. If you
have anything in it that you would like to keep, please take it home until after
the Pumpkin Fest. Every inch of space is needed to store the pies prior to
baking them. Thank you so much.

THE NEXT SOAR RESPITE NIGHT will be held on Friday, September 13, 2019 from 6-9
PM and the theme will be Stuffed Animal Night! SOAR (Special Opportunities, Abilities,
and Relationships) is for children with special needs and their typical siblings ages 2-10.
This free event is a “night off” for parents where children will have fun playing games,
creating crafts, making music, and forming relationships with their buddy and other
children. We try to have a buddy for each child, so we can always use more
volunteers! Please pray about and consider helping with Respite Nights as a way to
reach out to those with special needs in our community. If you have any questions,
please email soar@ascensionpgh.com or see Emily Marcellus.

THRIVENT POP TAB CHALLENGE: Pulling Together for
Ronald McDonald House Charities – You see them every time
you open a soft drink or soup, and sometimes even find them
when you feed your pet. Those tiny little tabs are easy to
overlook, but they can make a BIG impact on the families at
Ronald McDonald House. Join us as we support The Thrivent
Member Network's Tab Collection Challenge! It's simple: Pop
Them! Find A Tab & Pop It. Drop Them! Find The Collection
Box & Drop It. Make an impact...start collecting today and save your tabs until
December 3. Collection containers are on the table in the narthex and on the
shelf by Barb's desk by the Fireside Room.

OLD VBS T-SHIRTS WANTED – We are making pillows from VBS
T-shirts from the last 10 years and are missing a few years.
Specifically needed are 2009, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 18. If you have any
of these, please put them on the chair in the entrance, and cross
off the year you brought. Thanks!

MORNING WITH THE LORD – Join us for Praise and
Prayer Time Wednesday mornings at 10:00 AM in the
Fireside Room. For more information, please see Bob Booth.

September Anniversaries:
2
Troy & Connie Letters
7
Scott & Nikki Fetzick
13
Mark & Katie Straszheim

September Birthdays:
1
Havilah Gaugler
2
Pete Candreva
3
Emily Shaginaw
4
Virginia Lucas
4
Joe Meinert
4
Maggie (Williams) Rothert
5
Magnolia Tinneny
6
Ruth Holmes
8
Michael Fantin
8
Ruby Lucas
11
Melanie Zdobinski
12
Bob Martens
12
Mark Straszheim
14
Amanda Diak
15
Sally Rusie

21
24
28
29

Paul & Ruth Redondo
Brennan & Dawn Gaertner
Ernie & Kathy Stuckler
Tim & Lora Koontz

15
16
17
18
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
29
29
30

Autumn Vogel
Dennis Meier
Lynn Gunther
James Olowo
Felicity Agostino
Michael Fiffik
Juliette Schroeder
Gordon Marquette
Blythe Letters
Lora Koontz
Larry Gaertner
Jennifer Ciccone
Armani Obringer
Kelly Vogel
Concetta Letters

IF WE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 412-364-4463.

Praise God our new roofs were installed the week of August 12, 2019 in four days!

Please keep in your prayers all our college students as they
begin either their first year or a new year of classes—
whether far away or near home—especially Adriana Ciccone,
Connor Ciccone, Rebecca Diak, Grace Fiffik, Michele Krom,
Ruby Lucas, Amanda Shaginaw, Matt Shaginaw, Matthias
Tassotto, and Sierra Vogel.

Also, Leah Lucas is teaching middle school students at the InterAmerican School in Quetzaltenaco (Xela), Guatemala.

Congratulations to Shannon Schroeder who received a Master
of Science in Counseling Psychology degree from Chatham
University!

Prayer requests – Please note that prayer requests will remain on the
prayer list for 60 days and then be removed, unless an extension is
requested by notifying the church secretary.
July 20, 2019
Members and Staff:
Please accept our sincere thanks for hosting us as we travel through
your city on our way to God’s work in Parksley, Virginia. Our group of
4 adults and 16 teens look forward to sharing love and generosity to
others and appreciate your support and prayers as we continue our
journey!
In Christ,
Bethel Lutheran Church
Rochester, MN

Build a box online
No time to go out and shop for items to put in your Operation Christmas Child
shoebox? No problem. Can’t get out of the house? No worries. For as little as
$25, you can build a shoebox online in as little as 5 minutes. To get started, just go
to the following website: www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmaschild/buildonline/.
You then:
- Select from a boy or girl
- Select the age category
- Select items from various categories
- You can even include a photo and/or message if you would like
- Fill out all your personal information, select your payment method, and you’re
done!
So for those of you who are pressed for time or have mobility issues, consider
building a shoebox online and sending a child in need a gift they would love. If
you have any questions, see Bob Marcellus or visit the Operation Christmas Child
website at: www.samaritanspurse.org/occ.

CONCORDIA OKTOBERFEST 2019
The annual Concordia Oktoberfest features fun for the entire family! It will be held
Saturday, October 5 from 4–8 PM at Haven I (112 Marwood Road, Cabot).
Admission is free. For children 12 and under, there will be free food vouchers, a
balloon artist, games, crafts, hayrides, pumpkin painting, face painting, a bounce
house and more. Free parking and shuttle service will be available. Call Concordia
Public Relations at 724-352-1571, extension 8266, with questions.

Zion’s 151st History Event will be held on September 15, 2019 from
1:30 PM to 5:00 PM. Festivities include a 2 PM performance by The
Wayward Companions (a small group of musicians in 19th Century
period dress) who will perform lively and engaging music of the era’s
popular songs followed by a 3 PM talk by Jim Wudarcyzk, who will
address “Butler Street: Footsteps of the Past” discussing the history
and architecture of Butler Street. At 4 PM there will be a talk by Tom
Powers who will address “The History of Penn Avenue”, discussing
the rich history and architecture of Penn Avenue. There will also be
15-minute docent tours of the church building and courtyard offered by Rebekah
Johnston, Zion’s historian, from 1:30-2 PM and 3-5 PM. This event is free to the public.
Zion is located at 237 37th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15201. For more information, please
call 412-621-2720.

YOU ARE INVITED – St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Clarksburg, WV was accepted as a congregation of the Pittsburgh
Circuit of the English District of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
in February and is the newest LCMS Congregation in the Pittsburgh
area. You are invited to a service with the solemn rite of “Receiving
a Congregation into Membership of the Synod” which will be held
on Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 4:00 PM at 125 Meigs Avenue (corner
of Park & Meigs), just east of downtown Clarksburg.
VeggieTales are back!! Religion News Service: The Christian
broadcaster will air 18 new episodes of VeggieTales, beginning with
a Christmas special that will debut in late fall. Check out the
article at: https://religionnews.com/2019/08/20/veggietales-

to-mount-latest-revival-on-trinity-broadcasting-network/

Submitted by Mike Fiffik

OCTOBER 11-13 LUTHERAN MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND AT
CRANBERRY
Attention married couples: Only a few openings remain for the October 11-13
Lutheran
Marriage
Encounter
Weekend
at
the
Hyatt
Place
in
Cranberry/Pittsburgh. Whether you have been married one year or 60+ years, the
Weekends are designed to allow married couples to take time off from the daily pressures
and responsibilities and search out and discover a warmer, closer, more joyful marital
relationship. Also, remember that because we are celebrating 50 years of Worldwide Marriage
Encounter this year, we are offering 50% off on all registration fees for 2019, so the
registration fee is $50 instead of $100. Please go to the website: www.GodLovesMarriage.org,
and click on your desired Weekend to see the cost for that Marriage Encounter. Two nights
lodging, 5 meals for each of you, and all supplies are included. Financial assistance is
available for those in need. Fill out and submit the form, and complete your registration with
a credit card, or you may choose the option to mail a check. For questions, please contact
Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, at 724-3253166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.

To anyone who is or knows a college student:
Hello,
My name is Matt Slaybaugh. I am the Director of Campus Ministry at Penn State in
State College, PA. Our campus ministry is connected with a church, Good Shepherd
Evangelical Lutheran (LCMS).
I am reaching out to see if you know anyone attending Penn State's
main campus in 2019-20. I would love to connect with them! They could even be
someone from your community that doesn't have an LCMS background. Our goal is
to get any and all students to be connected with a ministry. Please submit their
contact
information
(name,
phone
number,
email
address)
to
me
at slaybaugh.matt@gmail.com.
If you have students attending other colleges here is a helpful link:
LCMS Campus Ministry Map—https://www.lcms.org/how-weserve/national/campus-ministry/lcms-u-chapter-map.
To learn more about our ministry:
Website: revivepsu.com
Facebook: "Revive at Penn State"
Instagram & Twitter: @revivepsu
Blessings,
Matt Slaybaugh, DCE
Director of Campus Ministry- Revive
Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church- State College, PA
slaybaugh.matt@gmail.com; (919)-744-1433

PRAYER REQUESTS
“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise him up. If
he has sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each
other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.”
(James 5:15-16)
FOR HEALTH & HEALING
Mike Candreva (stroke/pancreatic cancer – Pete’s brother); Leeanne Bradbury Williams (knee
surgery recovery – Gene and Linda’s daughter-in-law); Diane (recovery from bus
accident/surgeries – friend of Carolyn Walker); Ruth Miller (heart problems); Dorothy
(breathing problems – Darryl Gunther’s mom); Roy Wiegand (jaw replacement surgery
recovery); Don Sohngen; John Kealy and Ellen (cancer – friends of Marcellus family); Shut-ins:
Elva Fields, Helen Goettmann, Clay McClellan, Lois Kitzki, Phyllis Kitzki, Nadine Weber
FOR STRENGTH & COMFORT
For all those who lost loved ones, for the citizens, survivors, relief workers, missionaries, and
families affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, terrorist attacks and disasters worldwide
FOR THANKSGIVING
For the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the gifts of love and God's Word; family and
friends; our country
FOR SAFETY/PROTECTION
For college students; missionaries; our armed forces; unborn children
FOR DIRECTION AND FAITH
For those who are experiencing a crisis of faith; women with unplanned pregnancies
GENERAL PRAYER, GUIDANCE, AND PROVISION
For the Gaertner family; VBS families; SOAR Respite Nights and participating families;
Concordia College (Bronxville, NY); Gene Williams, Jr. and DiscipleMakers; Pastor Eric Andræ
and Campus Ministry in Oakland; seminary students; the residents and staff of Concordia
Lutheran Ministries, Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship; Food For The Poor; Christian Counseling
Associates counselors and their clients, those with special needs (physical, mental, or emotional)

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful.”
(Colossians 4:2)
*Please note that prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for 60 days and then be
removed unless an extension is requested by notifying the church secretary.

What is a steward? Most people will say a steward is a manager.
That is correct, but it is only half right. A steward is indeed a manager, but he is a manager of what
does not belong to him. Someone else is the owner, and the steward manages the owner’s property
on the owner’s behalf.
We are God’s stewards. Our stewardship is that God has made us managers of what belongs to
Him:
“For we brought nothing into this world, and we cannot take anything out of the world” (1
Tim. 6:7)
Everything that we have and everything that we are comes from God’s fatherly divine goodness
and mercy. God is the owner.
This is not only because He created all things; He is also the redeemer. He has redeemed – that is,
purchased – and won all things. Therefore, it all belongs to Him.
We are simply managers of everything in this world. Like Joseph in Egypt, we are put in charge of
managing what belongs to God. What a privilege.
Think about that for a minute. The all-knowing, all-powerful, all-wise God has asked us to manage
his possessions on His behalf here on earth.
And by doing this, He invites us to take part in the allocation of His good gifts. He wants us to give
our input and advise Him in where His gifts are to be used. What a privilege indeed.
But what a responsibility!
“Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required” (Luke 12:48b).
We are not the owners. And while He puts us as managers, we are still to do with His property what
He wants done with it. That means we need to know what He desires and wills for His property.
How do we know this? How can we know the will and mind of God?
We find the will of God in the Bible. There God tells us what His will is for all of His gifts. He tells
us how we are to spend our time and use our talents and treasures. He instructs us in the use of our
minds, bodies, and souls.
There is nothing we have that doesn’t belong to Him.
“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you
have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in
your body” (1 Cor. 6:19–20).
God informs us of the big picture, the overarching policy, of how we as His stewards – managers
and custodians – are to manage His property.
And that is stewardship. It is simply doing what God wants us to do with what He has given us.
As St. Paul said,
“Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to
God as instruments for righteousness” (Rom. 6:13).
So, let’s dive into God’s Word, and listen to what He desires from His stewards.

(From LCMS Website)

Upcoming Lutheran Hour Broadcasts
September 1, 2019: “Begin Again” The book of Genesis tells us that God
made all things. But it won't answer every question about when, how, and why
God did it. That's because Genesis is mostly about getting to know God. Dr.
Michael Zeigler begins a new series of messages based on the first book of the
Bible. (Genesis 1:1 - 2:30) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
September 8, 2019: “Play Your Part” This week on The Lutheran Hour: Dr.
Michael Zeigler says we each have a part to play on God's stage—with a script,
without a tryout, with freedom and responsibility. How will you play your part? Dr.
Zeigler and his guest, Dr. Charles Arand, discuss our place in God's creation and
our role in caring for it, this week on The Lutheran Hour. (Genesis 2) Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
September 15, 2019: “The Dream Is Alive” Genesis Series – The fall of man...
and still, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob wants to relate to you and to me
with grace and truth. (Genesis 3) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
September 22, 2019: “Intervention” Genesis Series – The account of Cain
and Abel is more than a story of murder. (Genesis 4) Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael
Zeigler
September 29, 2019: “The Story We Needed” Genesis Series – (Genesis 5-9)
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Lutheran Hour broadcasts can be heard on WWNL/1080 AM on Saturdays
at 3:30 PM and on Sundays at 8:00 AM. You may also read the sermon or
listen to it at https://www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp.

40 DAYS FOR LIFE – From September 25 through
November 3, you’re invited to join other Christians for 40
Days for Life–40 days of prayer and fasting for an end to
abortion. You’re also invited to stand and peacefully pray
during a 40-day vigil in the public right-of-way outside
Planned Parenthood (933 Liberty Avenue, Pittsburgh),
and also to help spread the word about this important community outreach. If
you’d like more information–and especially if you’d like to volunteer to help—
please contact: Nikki Bruni, 412-926-9413, nbruni@40daysforlifepgh.com,
www.40daysforlife.com/pittsburgh, or www.40daysforlifepittsburgh.com.
16,004 babies saved, 190 abortion workers converted, 100 abortion centers
closed!
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ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
8225 PEEBLES ROAD
PITTSBURGH, PA 15237
Address Correction Requested
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
Prayer time at 8:45 AM in Fireside Room
Worship Service: Sunday at 9:30 AM
Christian Education: 11:00 AM
Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 9:00 AM-Noon; 1:00-4:00 PM

THE HEART OF ASCENSION
A monthly publication of
Ascension Lutheran Church.
Barbara Marcellus is the Editor.

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:
Acknowledging the great gift of God the
Father in sending His Son, Jesus Christ, as
our Savior, we the people of Ascension
Lutheran Church, as guided by the Holy
Spirit, are committed to the furtherance of
God's Kingdom. We will share and live the
Gospel in our homes, our church, our
community, and the world. Motivated by
Christ's love for us, we are dedicated to
spiritual growth and unity, worship and
fellowship, and compassionate service. We
recognize this as our common purpose and
pray that God will enable us by His strength
and wisdom to seek His will.

INTENTIONAL INTERIM PASTOR:
Rev. Martin Lee

CHURCH OFFICE:
412-364-4463 / 412-364-5636
FAX NUMBER:
412-369-0599

PASTOR’S E-MAIL:
martin@churchorganizers.org
SECRETARY’S E-MAIL:
secretary@ascensionpgh.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S E-MAIL:
vcandreva@ascensionpgh.com
www.ascensionpgh.com
www.facebook.com/AscensionPgh
www.twitter.com/AscensionPgh
https://plus.google.com/+AscensionLutheranChurchPittsburgh

