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We welcome Anna Fiffik as a member of Ascension Lutheran Church to share with
us in all the gifts our Lord has for His Church and to live them out continually in His
worship and service. Anna was confirmed on August 16, 2020 by Pastor Barry
Keurulainen. Below is Anna’s Statement of Faith that she shared with us on her
Confirmation Day.
STATEMENT OF FAITH
Anna Fiffik
August 16, 2020
Good morning, I am Anna. I am here to share my faith and gratitude to all of you.
Before I start, I would love to thank all my Sunday school teachers and Confirmation
teachers, especially Mr. Dille, Ms. Patti, and Mrs. Vicki, but most of all my family for
teaching me the greatness of God and showing my faith towards Him.
(Continued over)

To begin, I would like to share that everything I have learned has led me to a
more personal relationship with Jesus and a stronger faith. Everything from seeing my
perspective of Him to the six petitions, it might not seem like that much, but everything
in between is an important detail. The topics I have been taught have really given me a
better understanding and a stronger connection to Him. The scripture verse that I have
chosen with the help of my grandfather Pastor Cliff Koenig, that I connect with, is
Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength.” Through
believing in Him, trusting Him, and loving Him, I can do anything I believe I can do, like
building a stronger faith or believing in myself to step up in front of people, like now because He will give me and all of us confidence and strength. In my experience I might
have anxiety at times as very well some of you might have too. Even now with the
uncertainty of what the school year will look like. It’s hard to get out of that reality of
emotion, but God helps me get through it, and get over it. People have regrets in life,
and might feel guilty, but He lets us see the reality and gives us forgiveness. He makes
us happy and feel wanted in this world that might seem hard at times, but I am here to
show you how He does this for us through any hardships you might have as well.
Every Sunday I learn new things about the Bible and our beliefs. One of my
favorite stories is the Jacob and Esau blessing. If you are not familiar it is when Jacob
stole Esau’s blessing. In Genesis 27:19 it says, “Jacob said to his father, ‘I am Esau your
firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please sit up and eat some of my game, so that
you may give me your blessing’.” I have heard many people, and maybe even you have,
said that life isn’t fair, and that you wish something was different or something didn’t
happen. Deep down you know that God knows different, He even lives different,
because when Jacob was stealing Esau’s blessing to his blind father, how do you think he
felt? He might have felt happy that he was getting the blessing, but he was probably
also feeling very guilty that he was pretending to be Esau and taking advantage of his
blind father. We all might feel like Jacob or Esau or even the father, but God is always
there to help us see. He is all knowing, always present, and all powerful that might also
be known as omniscient, omnipresent, and omnipotent. The important information is
that He gets us through these hard situations and reminds us what life really is. God
makes things fair and forgives us and lets us do the same for others.
To conclude, this shows that God helps us in ways no one can owe back. Jesus
died on the cross for us and took away all our sins so that we can live eternally in His
heavenly kingdom. All of these things are just a fraction of what He does for all of us.
This also explains that I learn something new every day, and I know that for sure
because I teach my parents something new every two hours. So, through these two
years I have heard, learned, and acted upon my faith, but most importantly my belief in
Him. So, to move forward I will take more responsibilities for this church and help us
grow. I am happy to do service for this church and looking forward to do more. Thank
you all for coming, or watching, and supporting me in my faith.

A survey is being emailed out to the members and friends of
Ascension to determine the level of interest in holding a socially
distanced, in-person children's Sunday School class starting
September 13th. More information will be forthcoming about
whether the class will go forward after we receive survey
feedback.

MUSIC ANNOUNCEMENT – After much prayer and consideration, the Adult
Choir will not be meeting, at least through November. This also means that the
children will not be meeting for music during the Education Hour. As the
pandemic changes, this will be reevaluated to determine if/when it is safe for a
group in close proximity to sing in the choir room and the sanctuary. We know
this is disappointing, but we wish to keep everyone in our community safe and
free of anxiety. Feel free to contact the Music Director with any additional
questions or concerns - vcandreva@ascensionpgh.com.

LWML – According to the church calendar, a Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League meeting is scheduled for Saturday,
September 12th at 10:00 AM. Since our group is small, we
decided to go ahead and meet in the Fireside Room. We will have
a Bible study and a short meeting and then work on cutting the
plastic grocery bags to make balls of “plarn” used to crochet the
sleep mats for the homeless. If you have any mites you would
like to contribute, please bring them with you.

THE PITTSBURGH LUTHERAN September issue is available
to read at this link: The Pittsburgh Lutheran September Issue. If
you would like a printed copy, please call Barb Marcellus at 412364-4463 or email her at secretary@ascensionpgh.com.

Grandparents Day is September 13th.

THE PRAYER AND PRAISE GROUP is now meeting via Zoom on Wednesdays at 10 AM
until we are able to meet in person. The Zoom link and information for this group are
below. We will be using this same link every week. If you have any questions or need
prayer, please call me at 808-295-1835. In the Love of Jesus, Bob Booth
Topic: Prayer and Praise
Time: 10:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Every week on Wed, until Jul 7, 2021, 50 occurrence(s)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/99710525952?pwd=d0tyY0t1a2MzWkovY0hhYlBVUnB4Zz09
Meeting ID: 997 1052 5952
Passcode: 590254
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/ab28y7sTCG

With sadness we say farewell to Coleen, Mark & Nick HenkelmannKoorsen. They have moved to South Carolina and will hopefully have
nicer winters! Nick will still be in Pennsylvania as he attends college
at Thiel. Below are their new addresses.
Coleen, Mark, and Nick’s new address is:
408 Cypress Springs Way
Little River, SC 29566
Nick’s college address is:
Nick Henkelmann-Koorsen
Thiel College
75 College Avenue
Greenville, PA 16125-2186
Coleen, Mark, and Nick: You will all be missed very much! May God be with you
and bless and keep you as you assimilate into your new communities!

September Anniversaries:
2
Troy & Connie Letters
7
Scott & Nikki Fetzick
13
Mark & Katie Straszheim
21
Paul & Ruth Redondo
24
Pastor Brennan & Dawn Gaertner
28
Ernie & Kathy Stuckler
29
Tim & Lora Koontz

September Birthdays:
2
Pete Candreva
3
Emily Shaginaw
4
Virginia Lucas
4
Joe Meinert
4
Maggie Rothert
5
Magnolia Tinneny
6
Ruth Holmes
8
Michael Fantin
8
Ruby Lucas
11
Melanie Zdobinski
12
Bob Martens
12
Mark Straszheim
14
Amanda Diak
15
Sally Rusie
15
Autumn Vogel

16
17
18
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
29
29
30

Dennis Meier
Lynn Gunther
James Olowo
Felicity Agostino
Michael Fiffik
Juliette Schroeder
Gordon Marquette
Blythe Letters
Lora Koontz
Larry Gaertner
Jennifer Ciccone
Armani Obringer
Kelly Vogel
Concetta Letters

IF WE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 412-364-4463.

ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE STUDENTS (OR PARENTS):
If you (or your child) are attending college, please notify the church office of
your (their) contact information while at college. You may either email Barb at
secretary@ascensionpgh.com or complete the form in your church mailbox.
Thank you!

NEW STUDENTS????
Do you know any high school graduates who will be attending college in the Pittsburgh
area? Even if they still (will) attend Sunday worship at their home congregation, they are
very welcome to and, I believe, would benefit greatly from interaction within our
student community of faith in Bible study, social events, service projects, etc. during the
week – whatever format that will take this fall! Also, Luther House, our student center,
is always available for their use and recreation (full kitchen, couches, TV, ping-pong,
foosball, pool, etc.). Please do contact me with their contact information. I’ll reach out
to them, and we also have college students here who would be happy to answer any of
their questions over a cup of coffee or via email/text, etc. The college years are an
absolutely essential time in spiritual formation and retention! Thank you!
Pastor Eric R. Andrae, Campus Chaplain
Lutheran Student Fellowship of Pittsburgh (LSF) & First Trinity Church
Donate to Campus Ministry

FOOD DRIVE FOR NHCO – A food drive will take place for
North Hills Community Outreach (NHCO) on Saturday,
September 12th at the McCandless Town Hall (9955 Grubbs
Road). A food drive is typically held at McCandless Community
Day, but Community Day has been cancelled this year. The
food pantry at NHCO is very much in need. Food donations can
be dropped off outside the front door of McCandless Town Hall
between 11 AM and 3 PM. Someone will be there to accept the
donations.

FOR PASTORAL NEEDS/EMERGENCIES, please call Pastor Barry Keurulainen at
724-352-2777 (office) or after hours at 724-352-3841 (home). You may also reach him
via email at bjk@stlukecabot.org. If you would like to speak with an Elder instead,
please feel free to contact one of the Elders listed below:
Mike Fiffik, Head Elder
Cooper Blake
Bob Booth
Pete Candreva
David Dille
Darryl Gunther

412-780-1647
412-654-4146
808-295-1835
412-999-4856
412-726-1934
724-272-0441

GOLF SCRAMBLE – Redeemer Lutheran School will be hosting its
25th annual Golf Scramble on September 13 with a “modified
shotgun” start beginning at 2:00 PM at the Rolling Fields Golf Course
in Murrysville. The cost is $75.00 and includes 18 holes, cart, hot
dog & drink at the turn, dinner, and prizes. There is a reduced rate of
$55.00 for any high school or college participants. Social distancing
will be adhered to during dinner and masks must be worn on entering
the clubhouse area. For more information or to register, call Charlie
Buttgereit at 412-477-4010 or Redeemer School at 412-793-5884.

About the 2020 Census
The U.S. Constitution mandates a census of the population every 10 years. The 2020
Census counts everyone who lives in the U.S. on April 1, 2020. Census statistics help
determine the number of seats each state holds in the U.S. House of Representatives
and how billions of dollars in federal funds will be allocated by state, local, and federal
lawmakers every year for the next 10 years.
We are committed to a complete and accurate 2020 Census. To date, 76.5% of housing
units have been accounted for in the 2020 Census, with 12.1% counted by census
takers and other field data collection operations, and 64.4% of housing units responding
online, by phone or by mail. Building on our successful and innovative internet response
option, the dedicated women and men of the Census Bureau, including our temporary
workforce deploying in communities across the country in upcoming weeks, will work
diligently to achieve an accurate count.
We appreciate the support of our hundreds of thousands of
community-based, business, state, local and tribal partners
contributing to these efforts across our Nation. The 2020
Census belongs to us all. If you know someone who has not
yet responded, please encourage them to do so today
online at 2020census.gov, over the phone, or by mail.

The Annual Concordia Oktoberfest, scheduled for
October 3 on the Cabot Campus, has been cancelled.
Leadership hopes to keep the tradition alive by having safe, mini
Oktoberfest events at each of their buildings for residents only:
German food and decorations, Oktoberfest beer, traditional live
polka music, and is currently working to give their residents the
opportunity to enjoy a special event. These will not be open to the
public. Plans are in the works to sponsor the Oktoberfest
fireworks display on the Concordia at Cabot Campus on Saturday evening,
October 3 open to the public via a “drive in” fireworks show. More info to
come.

CHRISTMAS IN JULY VBS MISSION PROJECT – On the Concordia Blog is a great
story about our VBS mission project that brought smiles to a bunch of Concordia
residents! Check it out at the link below.
https://www.concordialm.org/blog/a-christmas-in-july-to-remember

PALM 2020 ANNUAL REPORT – Click the link below and view the
2020 Annual Report prepared by Pittsburgh Area Lutheran
Ministries.
https://pub.lucidpress.com/PALM_Annual_Report_2020/

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND GOES VIRTUAL

Because of the coronavirus restrictions, the September 18-20, 2020 Lutheran Marriage
Encounter Weekend will now be presented online using Zoom video conferencing. SO YOU
NOW CAN EXPERIENCE THE WEEKEND FROM YOUR OWN HOME WHEREVER THAT
MIGHT BE. If the coronavirus has put stress on your marriage, you are not alone! Lutheran
Marriage Encounter wants to help you renew and revitalize your marital relationship no matter
whether you have been married a year or 60+ years. And because there is no room and
board expense, your total cost to experience this Weekend is only $100 per couple. In addition,
some scholarship funds are available if this creates a hardship for you—simply email or call us at the
information below before you register. You only need to provide a quiet spot with minimal
distractions, a good internet connection, and a computer or laptop or some such device suitable for
video conferencing. (If you have children in the home, it is highly recommended that they stay with
friends or relatives for the weekend.) The weekend begins at 8 PM on Friday night and ends at
approximately 3 PM on Sunday. REGISTRATIONS WILL BE LIMITED, so sign up NOW while there
are still openings. Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org, find the September 18-20 Virtual
Weekend, fill out the form, and pay the $100 with a credit card, or print the form and mail with a
check. Don't miss this opportunity to create a more intimate and joyful marital relationship! For
questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie
Schamber, at 724-325-3166 or fjschamber@comcast.net.

3rd Annual History Event
Cemeteries of Lawrenceville

September 13, 2020
1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Held at: Zion Ev. Lutheran Church
237 37th Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15201
1:30 p.m. - Jude Wudarczyk, a local historian, author, lecturer, and tour guide will
explore Lawrenceville’s lost resting place in his presentation “The Lawrenceville Burying
Ground.”
2:15 p.m. - Dr. Elisabeth Roark is a professor of art history and museum studies at
Chatham University. She received her Ph.D. and MA from Pitt and her undergraduate
degree from Allegheny College. Her presentation “Allegheny Cemetery: a Garden of
Graves” will focus on the history, landscape, and some of the magnificent monuments
of Allegheny Cemetery.
3 p.m. - Jim Wudarczyk, local historian, author and researcher for the Lawrenceville
Historical Society and the Greater Pittsburgh Civil War Round Table will be giving a
presentation on Saint Mary’s Cemetery, “A Look at Lawrenceville’s Other Cemetery”.
Founded in 1849, it is the final resting place of many notable Pittsburghers.

Free to the public. Reservations and face masks are required. Please call 412621-2720 to make your reservation. Please leave name and phone number.

Lutherans for Life – Regional Conference – September 26, 2020 at
Ruthfred Free Lutheran Church
3401 South Park Road
Bethel Park, PA 15102
Our 2020 theme is … From Invisible to Indispensable!
“On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable …”
(1 Corinthians 12:22 ESV)
Join us as we unpack this theme and what it means for the For Life movement, both
nationally and in your community. The regional conferences for Lutherans For Life allow
our team to come directly to you with the For Life Gospel message. These gatherings
are wonderful times spent together where we can provide valuable information and
encouragement to you, your community, and the life-affirming work you are engaged in.
We’re
excited
to
see
you
there!
For
more
information,
visit
https://lutheransforlife.org/conference/.

So... where will your Banquet experience be this year??
It's really up to you...
Plan to join us at the Chadwick on October 13. Better RSVP now...spaces will fill up very quickly!!
Remember that if State guidelines prohibit a large event, you'll be directed to the virtual option.

Or
Plan to join us for a virtual event that you can share with small groups, family, friends, and
neighbors. This virtual experience is perfect for watch parties at your home, church, or anywhere
you can get an internet connection!
Either way, RSVP soon so that we can give you more info and keep you up to date on this exciting
opportunity to share the lifesaving work you support!
Didn't get your invitation? Contact us at partnerservices@womenschoicenetwork.com and we'll mail
one or use the links below to register.
Fall Fundraising Banquet: One Day, One Life, One Story
Every day a life is saved and a new story begins.
Both Events are on Tuesday, October 13, 2020
Click below to RSVP Today!

RSVP 6:30 at the Chadwick
RSVP 7:30 Virtual Experience

Otto and Grace served the Lord from baptism to grave in their earthly lives.
During the years when the children were growing up, finances were tight. But
they were rich because of the inheritance Jesus has laid in store for those who
believe in Him. “In my Father’s house are many rooms. If it were not so I would
have told. And If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to
be where I am.” (John 14)
When Otto was called home, Grace still had seven years to sojourn here. After a
lifetime of meticulous money management, she was still worried. It had plagued
her all her life. But God provided. She was cared for. She was comfortable. Yes,
she even was content.
True to God’s provision, there was an abundance beyond her needs and she
passed that on to family as inheritance. In her will she wrote, “I urge my heirs not
to set their hopes on uncertain riches, but to take hold of the life which is life
indeed through faith in Jesus Christ.” Those words coupled together with a
modest financial inheritance are a true gift. The family was not perfect. No family
is. But in the end, God’s grace wins the day. Understanding that is a true
inheritance from the Lord.
Do you want help to craft a plan that will enable your family to celebrate that
same inheritance? Your LCMS Gift Planning Counselor can help. Contact Robert
Wirth, LCMS Foundation Gift Planner at robert.wirth@lfnd.org or 716-863-4427.

Do you desire to pray for Camp Pioneer in its transition?
Pastor Rob Foote (Trinity, Ithaca) is offering ZOOM prayer
time for Pioneer on Tuesdays at 9 AM. To join the prayer
group
contact
Pastor
Foote
by
email
at pastor@trinityithaca.org.
September 3, 2020
30 Days of Prayer for Pioneer Begins
October 3, 2020
Pioneer Closing Thanksgiving Event

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10).
God bids us to be faithful in the tasks He calls us to do. He calls us to be members of a family
(husbands and wives; fathers and mothers; sons and daughters). He calls us to be members of
society (those who govern and those who are governed). And He calls us to be members of His
family, the Church (those who preach and teach and those who hear and learn). Each of these
callings from God places a duty on us.
As members of a family, husbands are given the duty to die for their wives as Christ gave His
life for His bride, the Church; while wives are given the duty to respect their husbands and
submit themselves to them as the Church does to Christ. Fathers and mothers are to raise their
children in the fear and admonition of the Lord, teaching them the Ten Commandments, the
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Scriptures concerning Baptism, Confession, the Office of the
Keys, and the Lord’s Supper. Children are to honor their parents throughout their lives, and even
when their parents are no longer alive, serving and obeying them, loving and cherishing them,
and speaking well of them.
As members of society, God calls those who govern to bear the sword, that is, to punish those
who do evil (those who live contrary to God’s will) and to reward those who do good (those
whose lives are lived in conformity with God’s will). Those who are governed are to obey their
leaders as to the Lord Himself, for their leaders bear the sword of God’s temporal justice for a
purpose.
As members of God’s own family, the Church, He calls those who preach and teach to do so in
faithfulness to His holy Word. To preach and teach the Law of God to convict the hearts of
hearers of their sin and to encourage, admonish, and exhort them to do good works in accordance
with God’s will. They are to preach and teach the Gospel, the full forgiveness of their sins
accomplished by Christ and received through faith, not by works. They are to administer the
means of grace in accordance with the Gospel and the Word of God. They do all this for the
young and old alike, for those who are near and far off. Those who hear and learn are to submit
themselves to their preachers and teachers. They are to support them by their prayers and their
gifts.
Each of these callings from God place a duty on us. They make a claim on our presence; on
our prayers; and our time, talents, and treasures. So, “Whatever your hand finds to do, do
it with all your might” (Eccl 9:10). Pray for your family, your government, and your
church. Give of yourself by means of your time, your talents, and your treasures to your
family, your government, and your church. That is what it means to be faithful in the tasks
that God has given us. That is what it means to do it with all your might.

FOR HEALTH & HEALING
Paul Krom’s sister with unknown illness and brother hospitalized with
coronavirus; Ron Killcrece (hospitalized following cardiac arrest twice – Ronette
Blake’s father); Kate Candreva (Pete’s mother); Maggie Larrow (recovery from
shoulder replacement surgery); Eileen Vogel; for all those ill with coronavirus; Joe
(mass on heart – Cheryl Sedar’s son); Gene Williams (mesothelioma); Shut-ins:
Elva Fields, Helen Goettmann, Phyllis Kitzki, Clay McClellan, Don Sohngen,
Nadine Weber
FOR STRENGTH & COMFORT
For all those who lost loved ones, especially Jordan and family on the death of
Montana (Cristen Fiffik’s family); for the citizens, survivors, relief workers,
missionaries, and families affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, terrorist attacks and
disasters worldwide
FOR THANKSGIVING
For the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the gifts of love and God's Word;
family and friends; our country
FOR SAFETY/PROTECTION
For all affected by the coronavirus pandemic; college students; school students,
teachers, staff, and bus drivers; missionaries; our armed forces; unborn children
FOR DIRECTION AND FAITH
For our pastoral call process; those who are experiencing a crisis of faith; women
with unplanned pregnancies
GENERAL PRAYER, GUIDANCE, AND PROVISION
For our country and leaders; VBS families; Pastor Lee and his family; the Gaertner
family; SOAR Respite Nights and participating families; Megan and Gene
Williams, Jr. and DiscipleMakers; Pastor Eric Andræ and Campus Ministry in
Oakland; seminary students; the residents and staff of Concordia Lutheran
Ministries; Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship; Food For The Poor; Christian Counseling
Associates counselors and their clients; those with special needs (physical, mental,
or emotional)
Please note that prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for 60 days and then be
removed unless an extension is requested by notifying the church secretary.

Upcoming Lutheran Hour Broadcasts
September 6, 2020: “Jesus in the House” Messy prayers, loud tables, open doors—
three signs of a spiritually vibrant household. (Luke 19:1-10) Speaker: Rev. Dr.
Michael Zeigler
September 13, 2020: “Fireplace Spirituality” Our relationship with God is not
something to “set and forget” like a thermostat. (Acts 2:37-47) Speaker: Rev. Dr.
Michael Zeigler
September 20, 2020: “I Stand at the Door” New Series (Luke 24:13-35) Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
September 27, 2020: “Room at the Table” New Series (1 Peter 4) Guest Speaker:
Rev. Dr. Jason Broge
Lutheran Hour broadcasts can be heard on WWNL/1080 AM on Saturdays at 3:30
PM and on Sundays at 8:00 AM. You may also read the sermon or listen to it at
https://www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp.
//

For the Eager video go to: https://vimeo.com/434477112 .
We learn from Barna research, the common characteristics of persons who have
conversations about faith.
For the Eager Inventory, go to:

DOWNLOAD THE EAGER INVENTORY (PDF)

LHM is a trusted resource in global media that equips and engages a vibrant volunteer
base to passionately proclaim the Gospel to more than 136 million people worldwide
each week.
To God be the Glory!
Lou Marting
949-770-8420
818-404-6447

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
8225 PEEBLES ROAD
PITTSBURGH, PA 15237
Address Correction Requested
SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:30 AM Worship Service
Christian Education TBD
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OUR MISSION AND VISION
STATEMENT:
Acknowledging the great gift of God the
Father in sending His Son, Jesus Christ, as
our Savior, we the people of Ascension
Lutheran Church, as guided by the Holy
Spirit, are committed to the furtherance of
God's Kingdom. We will share and live the
Gospel in our homes, our church, our
community, and the world. Motivated by
Christ's love for us, we are dedicated to
spiritual growth and unity, worship and
fellowship, and compassionate service. We
recognize this as our common purpose and
pray that God will enable us by His strength
and wisdom to seek His will.

CHURCH OFFICE:
412-364-4463 / 412-364-5636
FAX NUMBER:
412-369-0599

SECRETARY’S E-MAIL:
secretary@ascensionpgh.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S E-MAIL:
vcandreva@ascensionpgh.com
www.ascensionpgh.com
www.facebook.com/AscensionPgh
www.twitter.com/AscensionPgh
https://plus.google.com/+AscensionLutheranChurchPittsburgh

