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Above pictures are from the Family Hike in North Park on March 6, 2021. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture above and to the right  
are from the Easter Egg Hunt on 

Easter Sunday (April 4, 2021).    
 
 
 

 
 

Photos courtesy Ronette Blake 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ is Risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Easter Sunday 2021 at Ascension Lutheran Church  

Thank you to all who donated Easter flowers! 

Photo courtesy Pete Candreva 

 

 

 

 

 

In Christ we extend our love and sympathy - On April 20th our brother 

in Christ, Roy Wiegand, was called to his heavenly home.  Please keep 

Vicki and the family in your prayers as they grieve.  We also pray for 

the peace and the hope of the resurrection.  He is now face to face with 

his Lord and we will see him again.   
 

 

 
 

ATTENTION FAMILIES! 

 

BYO Picnic in North Park (Oregon Shelter, North Ridge Drive) 

Sunday, May 16th,  5:00 PM 

 

Pack your family a picnic dinner and join us at the Oregon Shelter in 

North Park for yard games, playground time, and dinner with your 

church friends. We'll socially distance inside the open-air pavilion with 

one family per picnic table. We ask that you wear a mask when you are 

not eating or drinking! RSVP to Ronette at youth@ascensionpgh.com.     

 

mailto:youth@ascensionpgh.com


 

 

VEGETABLE PLANT SALE – On Sundays May 16 and 23, a 

vegetable plant sale will be held after worship in the 

Narthex and all money raised will go to Ascension.  Plants 

available for purchase include tomato, cucumber, basil 

and parsley.  For more information, please contact 

Cheryl Saffa at 412-366-9681.   
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE — The Outreach Team is planning the 
Pumpkin Fest this year for October 9, 2021. We’ll do 
our best to follow the same traditions of pies and 
flea market.   Hopefully COVID regulations will be a 
thing of the past by then.  

 

Spring  Appeal 
     

THANK YOU to everyone who gave to the Spring Appeal!!  It was 

another huge success due to the generosity of the members and 

friends of Ascension.  The goal of $11,000 was shattered by collecting 
almost $14,000!  Not only are we able to fully fund the upgrade to the 

fire alarm panel, the much-needed door security system, and purchase 

new AV equipment, but we will be able to donate $1,400 to the local 
fire department at a time when they have to mitigate mold in their 

building and weren’t sure how they were going to pay for it.  God’s 

timing is awesome as usual!  So thank you again for your generosity.  
May God richly bless you! 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

A Prayer for Mothers 
 

Where would we be without our mother’s love?  Lord, bless our 
mothers with wisdom to teach and guide their children in a way 
that will help them to follow You and to become men and women 
who will be pleasing in Your sight.  Give all mothers the 
patience to deal with the difficulties of their job and, most of all 
give them a special blessing as they care so lovingly for the 
gifts that You have allowed them the honor of raising.  Amen.  

 Author unknown  



 

 

May Anniversaries: 
12 Darryl & Lynn Gunther 
14 Steve & Amy Diak 
14 Michael & Mariann Kaczmarek 
18 Joe & Karen Meinert 
19 Michael & Lydia Jarboe 
19 Maggie & Nate Rothert  
27 Coleen Henkelmann & Mark Koorsen 
28 Jim & Luann McMillin  
 
May Birthdays: 
4 Paul Adams, Sr.  
5 Nancy Farris 
15 Connor Ciccone  
16  Leah Lucas  
18 Savannah Vogel  
20 Gabriel Blake  
20 Brad Farris  

20 Matthew Gunther 
21 Ben Connolly  
24 Ron Curcio 
25 Elva Fields 
27 Bob Booth  
27 Dawn Gaertner 

 

IF WE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 412-364-4463. 

 
 

 

MRS. RUTH MILLER 

CONCORDIA OF CRANBERRY 

10 ADAMS RIDGE BOULEVARD 

MARS, PA  16046 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                                            
 

April 1, 2021 Lutheran Ministries Publication 

KIDS’ FISHING DERBY – Concordia Lutheran Ministries will host a free fishing 

derby for kids 14 and under on Saturday, May 22 from 8 AM–2 PM at Saxony 

Farm Lake (Addy Boy Lane, Saxonburg).  There is no entry fee.  Bait will be 

provided by Concordia.  There will be free refreshments.  Prizes all day.  

Participants must have an adult chaperone.  Call Concordia Public Relations for more 

information at 724-352-1571, extension 8268.  Social distancing will be 

encouraged, enhanced cleaning procedures will be in place and disposable masks will 

be available for those who would like one.  Registration is strongly encouraged by 

visiting the Events & News section of the Concordia website:  

www.concordialm.org/events-news/fishingderby2021.   

http://www.concordialm.org/events-news/fishingderby2021


 

 

Operation Christmas                                                  
Child 

 

CHILDREN ON A REMOTE ISLAND IN THE PACIFIC RECEIVE 

SHOEBOX GIFTS AND THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST 

The small island of Enubirr has no electrical power and no airport. Located in the central 

Pacific between the Philippines and Hawaii, Enubirr is part of the Republic of the 

Marshall Islands and home to just over 1,000 people. Most residents work on the 

neighboring island of Roi-Namur, which is leased to the U.S. government as a military 

base. Four churches dot the island—though, sadly, many lack a personal relationship 

with Jesus Christ. 

In early December 2020, a team of four set sail for Enubirr aboard Cloud Nine, a 57-foot 

ketch filled with 30 cartons of Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts. For six-and-a-

half hours, the boat rocked across the sea until the team had traversed the necessary 

40 miles with their precious cargo. 

On Cloud Nine were Scott and Katie, a husband-wife missionary team to the Marshall 

Islands, as well Jim, a Fijian, and Frank, a Marshallese. Once they landed on Enubirr, 

they were joined by volunteers as well as four representatives from local churches who 

would host an Operation Christmas Child outreach event. 

Even though it was 85 degrees and extremely humid, 293 children gathered under a 

covered patio and waited patiently for the action to begin while parents huddled around 

the edges. “We had a time of prayer prior to the event,” Katie said. “As we prayed, we 

just had this feeling to expect something amazing, so we were excited to get started.” 

The team began with some Marshallese songs and then performed a skit before 

presenting the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the eager crowd using colorful posters supplied 

by Samaritan’s Purse. Next, the shoebox gifts were handed out, along with The 

Greatest Gift Gospel booklets. 

(Continued over) 



 

 

One boy at the festive event was Randy, a 12-year-old boy who loves to play soccer. 

He desperately wanted a soccer ball of his own. But the most popular sports throughout 

the Marshall Islands are basketball and volleyball. His mother had diligently searched 

for a soccer ball to buy for him, but she was unable to find one. But God knew the 

desire of Randy’s heart. When he lifted the lid of his shoebox, Randy was thrilled to find 

a soccer ball and pump of his very own! 

“One of the local pastors, Antonio, said that this shoebox, for many, is the first gift that 

these kids have received that is just theirs,” Scott said. “They don’t have to share—that 

is a big deal!” 

But as delighted as the outreach team was to see the children enjoying their gifts, they 

were even more excited and thankful to God for the spiritual fruit that came a short time 

later. “At the end of the program,” Katie said, “we did an altar call where 131 kids 

accepted Christ!” 

Samaritan’s Purse has provided the churches on Enubirr with resources to teach The 

Greatest Journey discipleship course, which is specifically designed for shoebox 

recipients. The four congregations are excited to use and distribute the materials—

especially the Bibles that are given to children when they graduate from the 12-lesson 

course. 

“I strongly believe in the power of the message that The Greatest Gift offers and the 

follow-up of The Greatest Journey,” Katie said. “Operation Christmas Child is not just a 

‘give a gift’ kind of program; it offers the gift of salvation, which we have seen over and 

over again impacts a whole community. We even had adults come up to us afterward 

and tell us how much they appreciated the message.” 

Katie and her team are excited about what God will do in Enubirr in the months ahead. 

“We are praying that we hear stories about transformation in the youth over the next 

year due to The Greatest Journey,” she said, “and what the kids can learn by having a 

true relationship with Jesus.” 

Source: www.samaritanspurse.org/article/island-with-no-power-no-airport-receives-shoebox-gifts/ 
 

 

http://www.samaritanspurse.org/article/island-with-no-power-no-airport-receives-shoebox-gifts/


 

 

  

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
LCMS Stewardship Ministry 

 

St. Paul teaches us: “Let the one who is taught the word share all good things with the one who 

teaches” (Gal. 6:6). And again, he says: “Do you not know that those who are employed in the 

temple service get their food from the temple, and those who serve at the altar share in the 

sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel 

should get their living by the gospel” (1 Cor. 9:13–14). In other words, ministers of the Gospel 

are supported by the offerings of those who are served by them.  
 

And this is how the church lives even now. It is standard practice. But this deserves closer 

examination. For it instructs us not just that we are to give but also what we are to give. And it 

does so with four little words: “In the same way …”  
 

St. Paul is building his case for supporting the preachers of the Gospel with the sacrificial giving 

of individual members on the example of the Old Testament people who supported the Levites 

with their offerings and sacrifices. We’re to support the Gospel ministry “in the same way.” But 

how did the Old Testament people support the Levites?  
 

Moses records this: “You shall tithe all the yield of your seed that comes from the field year by 

year. And before the Lord your God, in the place that he will choose, to make his name dwell 

there, you shall eat the tithe of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstborn of your 

herd and flock, that you may learn to fear the Lord your God always” (Deut. 14:22–23). The 

Levites were supported by the tithe, 10 percent of all the yearly yield of that which was 

harvested. 
 

Does that seem like a lot? Does it surprise you that St. Paul instructs us that we are to support the 

New Testament Gospel ministry “in the same way?” If it does, ask yourself: Is the church’s job 

in the New Testament bigger or smaller than the Levites’ job in the Old Testament? Back then, 

there was one Temple, and the ministry was almost exclusively located in one nation among the 

descendants of Abraham. In Matthew 28, Jesus calls us to teach and baptize all nations, and there 

are churches and ministries all around the world! How could we support this new Gospel 

ministry with anything less than the Israelites supported the Old Testament ministry? 
 

Of course, we are free to give more, for we have received more than those in the Old Testament. 

We have received the fullness of God’s revelation, the fullness of His salvation, and the 

fulfillment of everything that God promised to do. For we have received Christ, God’s own Son, 

in the flesh, who took upon himself our sins and in exchange gave us his righteousness. The 

Father claimed us as his own in Holy Baptism. He gathers us together in the place where his 

name dwells to feast on the first fruits of the resurrection, the risen and living body and blood of 

His Son – our Lord Jesus. He reminds us that we are His, that all things are ours because we 

belong to Him. He blesses us here in time with physical and spiritual gifts.  
 

In the same way – and in response to His fatherly divine goodness and mercy – we gladly give to 

those who proclaim to us “the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness and into his 

marvelous light.” For once we were not a people, but now we are God’s people; once we had not 

received mercy, but now we have indeed (1 Peter 2:9–10).  



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

FOR HEALTH & HEALING 

Glenna Powers (recovery from rotator cuff surgery); Kelly Vogel (recovery from 

surgery); Ruth Miller (adjustment to new home); Elva Fields; for all those ill with 

coronavirus; Gene Williams (mesothelioma); Clay McClellan; Nadine Weber 

 

FOR STRENGTH & COMFORT  

For all those who lost loved ones, especially Vicki Wiegand and family on the 

death of Roy; for the citizens, survivors, relief workers, missionaries, and families 

affected by hurricanes, earthquakes, terrorist attacks and disasters worldwide 

 

FOR THANKSGIVING 

For the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the gifts of love and God's Word; 

family and friends; our country 

 

FOR SAFETY/PROTECTION 

For all affected by the coronavirus pandemic; frontline workers; healthcare 

workers; college students; school students, teachers, staff and bus drivers; 

missionaries; our armed forces; unborn children 

 

FOR DIRECTION AND FAITH 

For those who are experiencing a crisis of faith; women with unplanned 

pregnancies 

 

GENERAL PRAYER, GUIDANCE, AND PROVISION 

For our country and leaders; the Gaertner family; SOAR Respite Nights families; 

Megan and Gene Williams, Jr. and DiscipleMakers; Pastor Eric Andræ and 

Campus Ministry in Oakland; seminary students; the residents and staff of 

Concordia Lutheran Ministries; Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship; Food For The Poor; 

Christian Counseling Associates counselors and their clients; those with special 

needs (physical, mental, or emotional)  
 

*Please note that prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for 60 days and then be 

removed unless an extension is requested by notifying the church secretary.     
 



 

 

Upcoming Lutheran Hour Broadcasts   
 

May 2, 2021:  “Laughed At”  Speaking out against the prevailing culture might prompt 
ridicule but it could also produce repentance. (Jonah 3)  Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler 
 
May 9, 2021:  “Seriously?” A preacher who gets upset when people take his message 
seriously—that's the story of Jonah.   (Jonah 1-4)  Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
 
May 16, 2021:  “Gain a Heart of Wisdom” – Pentecost (Psalm 90:12) Speaker:  Rev. 
Dr. Michael Zeigler 
 
May 23, 2021:  “Wisdom Knows When”  (Proverbs 15:1)  Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael 
Zeigler 
 
May 30, 2021:  “TBD”  Trinity  Speaker:  Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
 
Lutheran Hour broadcasts can be heard on WWNL/1080 AM on Saturdays at 3:30 PM and 
on Tuesdays at 12:30 PM.  You may also read the sermon or listen to it at 
https://www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

2021 

June 4 - 6 2021 
 

Lake Chautauqua Lutheran Center 

5013 NY-430, Bemus Point, NY 14712 
 

Speaker:  Rev. Eric Tritten, speaker 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

Hudson, Ohio 
 

Retreat is in cooperation with the Eastern District Lutheran Hour Ministries  
 

NOTE:  2021 Men’s Retreat scheduled under pandemic Precautions.  All 

events subject to change. 
 

For further information, contact Lee Roseboom at LFRoseboom@gmailcom.  

https://www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp


 

 

 

 

    
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
8225 PEEBLES ROAD 

PITTSBURGH, PA 15237 
 

Address Correction Requested 
 

 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:  

9:30 AM Worship Service in-person and live-streamed 

10:45 AM Christian Education 

1:00 PM Confirmation Class 
 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday – Friday 9:00 AM-Noon; 1:00-4:00 PM 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

                                                                                    

THE HEART OF ASCENSION 

OUR MISSION AND VISION              A monthly publication of 

STATEMENT:              Ascension Lutheran Church. 

                               Barbara Marcellus is the Editor. 

Acknowledging the great gift of God the  

Father in sending His Son, Jesus Christ, as                                                 PASTOR: 

our Savior, we the people of Ascension         Rev. Adam Thompson 

Lutheran Church, as guided by the Holy                         Pastor’s cell phone:   314-691-0625 

Spirit, are committed to the furtherance of            EMAIL:  pastor@ascensionpgh.com   

God's Kingdom. We will share and live the                                           

Gospel in our homes, our church, our                             CHURCH OFFICE: 

community, and the world. Motivated by          412-364-4463 / 412-364-5636 

Christ's love for us, we are dedicated to        FAX NUMBER: 

spiritual growth and unity, worship and                412-369-0599 

fellowship, and compassionate service. We                             

recognize this as our common purpose and                     

pray that God will enable us by His strength            SECRETARY’S E-MAIL: 

and wisdom to seek His will.                       secretary@ascensionpgh.com  

              MUSIC DIRECTOR’S E-MAIL: 

         music@ascensionpgh.com   
 

                                                                                                    www.ascensionpgh.com  

   www.facebook.com/AscensionPgh   

                                                                                             www.twitter.com/AscensionPgh
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