June 2022
PASTOR'S NOTE

Dear Saints of Ascension,
You may have noticed during Easter service that a new and tall candle was lit. Have you
ever wondered what that candle is and why we light it only at certain times during the year?
This candle is called the Paschal candle. It can also be called an “Easter candle” or “Christ
candle. ” The term paschal finds it roots in the Hebrew word pesach meaning Passover. It refers
to God’s great act of deliverance in Exodus. This act of deliverance found even greater fulfillment
in Christ, who is our Passover lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7). Now when we celebrate our deliverance
from sin, death, and the grave, we light this candle to signify a few things.
You may recall that we turned out the lights and extinguished all the candles on Good Friday.
This symbolized that at Christ’s death the world was plunged into darkness. When did the light
return? At Ascension it returned on Easter morning. Historically in the Church, this light returned
in the Easter vigil service. At the beginning of the vigil service the pastor blesses the new Paschal Candle,
the candle is lit outside the sanctuary and then brought into the sanctuary to begin the service. This
symbolized Christ’s Easter victory and the return of the light of the world. Then on Easter morning you
return to the sanctuary and see the light of Christ restored and the darkness of sin and death dispelled.
We light this candle during on Easter Sunday and throughout the season of Easter to represents Christ’s
victory over death and our new eternal life in Jesus. We will also light this candle on other occasions
after the Easter season. Firstly it is lit when we perform a baptism.
In baptism the Christian is being baptized into the death of Jesus on the cross and His resurrection to
new life in Christ (Romans 6:3-4). After all, Christ’s victory (His light) is now our victory (our light) in
baptism. This is also why the baptismal candle we give the newly baptized Christian is lit from the
Paschal Candle. The light of Christ is what drives out the darkness of each Christians sin. In other
words, we are given the light from Jesus!
The second time we would light this candle outside of Easter is when we have a funeral service for a
baptized believer. The candle is lit to remind the people who are grieving that the person who has died
isn’t truly lost. At a time when the darkness of death seems so strong, the light of this candle shines to
remind us of Christ’s victory over death. A victory their loved one shares through their baptism. It
reminds us that his light of life shines even in the face of death.
Next time the candle is lit, I want you to remember the victory of Christ over the darkness of sin and
death. I also want you to remember your baptism. In your baptism, along with Christ, you died to sin
and rose to a new and eternal life.
In Christ, Pastor Thompson
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"'For I know the plans I have
for you,' declares the Lord,
'plans to prosper you and
They are excited to begin their next adventure in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, where Pete will be studying to
become a pastor at the Concordia Seminary.
Add a little bit of body text

not to harm you, plans to
give you hope and a future.'"
JEREMIAH 29:11

Vacation Bible School
July 11-14, 2022 5:45-8:15 PM
At this wet and wild VBS, kids, entering pre-K through 6th grade,
will learn that what you do today can change the world around you.
When you put your trust in Jesus, you can "make waves"
because of His spirit living inside you.

Registration for students and volunteers is live
on ascensionpgh.com
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
A brief volunteer meeting will be held after the worship service on
Sunday, June 12th for anyone interested in helping with VBS.
If you can help in any way, please contact Lisa & Emily Marcellus at
vbs@ascensionpgh.com
VBS PAINTING PARTIES
Please help us make and paint scenery for VBS. Join us Sunday, June 26
(11am-1pm), Wednesday June 29 (6-8pm), and Tuesday July 5 (1-4 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. No experience necessary!
SHOES NEEDED
One of our mission projects for VBS will be a shoe drive for the
organization Soles4Souls. Don’t throw out your new/gently used shoes!
Collection will begin in July.

A BIG THANK YOU!
To Rob Weber for spearheading the Community Garden project, and for
all who participated in the garden workdays! This is hard work that will
produce much fruit (and vegetables) and will benefit so many people.
To all the children who put on their aprons and helped with cleanup at
Vanessa and Pete’s farewell luncheon. We love the initiative you took to
serve so willingly and cheerfully. Keep up the good work!
To those who send out greeting cards to our members for birthdays,
anniversaries, etc. It makes us all feel loved and remembered on our
special days.
To Patti Lopresto for the hours and hours… and hours… of financial work
you do for Ascension. Your willingness, knowledge and expertise always
keep Ascension’s finances on track.
To all who participated in the Easter Brunch and Vanessa and Pete’s
farewell lunch…the Hospitality committee, members who brought
delicious food, decorators, table setters, cleanup crew, etc. What a team!
Everything was beautiful and yummy!

We appreciate all of you for sharing your special talents with
Ascension!

Save the Date:
Join us for our ALC Summer Bonfire!
Join us on Friday, June 24 from 6:30-8:30pm for a
family friendly bonfire behind our building! All are welcome to
attend as we CONNECT for some summer fellowship and fun!
Bring your own beverages and chairs. If you have lawn games,
please bring them! Smores supplies will be provided.
Questions? Contact Marissa at marissarinas@gmail.com
Rain date: Saturday, June 25 from 6:30-8:30pm

Operation Christmas
Child Update
Due to growing project and ministry costs in providing evangelism and discipleship
materials to shoebox recipients, the per shoebox suggested donation will increase
from $9 to $10 in 2022. As economic and supply chain challenges continue, OCC has
been experiencing significant increases in many areas, specifically the printing of
materials and overall transportation and shipping costs.
If you have any questions or would like to learn more about the Operation Christmas
Child program, please see Bob Marcellus or go to the Samaritan’s Purse website at
www.samaritanspurse.org/occ

We pray for God to provide a person to serve as Ascension
Lutheran’s Music Director.
We pray for God’s healing for Marilyn Lattner, friend of Karen & Bob
Booth, who is battling breast cancer.
We pray for a swift recovery from breast cancer surgery for Shirley
Rinas, Marissa Thompson’s grandmother.
We pray for God’s healing and recovery for Mark Kitzki who has had
some complications from hip replacement surgery.
We pray for God’s continued strength & healing for Barb Marcellus’s
cousin Dale who has Hodgkin’s Lymphoma and is undergoing
chemotherapy.
We pray for God’s guidance and protection for Emma Nagy, friend of
Janet & Bill Seitz. Emma will be part of the Mission of Christ Network
team of missionary teachers at Concordia School in Chiayi, Taiwan.

Living in Liberty is a faith based non-profit that supports females exiting a life
of commercial sexual exploitation in Pittsburgh.

A generous donation of $1,210.00 from our Spring Appeal
was given to Living in Liberty in May. They are doing great work!
Living in Liberty supports female survivors in four ways listed below:
1) Safe Home is a loving, nurturing community where women exiting
commercial sexual exploitation may reside as they transition into a new life of
independence and freedom.
2) Street Outreach teams take to the streets with the mission of connecting
with prostituted women and sharing God’s love with them.
3) Our Repurposed Store in Ross Township provides financial support, helps
raise awareness on human trafficking, supports organizations and women
around the world doing anti-trafficking work, provides clothing and other items
for women through street outreach & our safe home.
4) Awareness & Prevention Team teaches how to identify, understand, and
advocate for the issue of Human Trafficking.
For more information on their mission or volunteering please visit their website:
https://www.livinginliberty.org

BIBLE GROUPS & CLASSES
WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY

The Ascension Women’s Bible Study will be having their last meeting
for the Altogether Beautiful Bible Study, a study on the Song of Songs,
on Saturday June 4th at 9:00 AM in the Fireside Room.

WOMEN'S SUMMER SOCIAL

We would like to invite our ladies to a night out on Monday, July 25 from 6-8pm.
Location is TBD. Feel free to bring a friend!
Please RSVP to Marissa Thompson at: marissarinas@gmail.com
If you can't make it but would like to be on the mailing list for future women's ministry
events, please let us know. We have some exciting things planned. Stay tuned for more!

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP EVENT

Come join us for a Men’s Fellowship Event on June 23rd at 6:30pm. Mike Fiffik is
hosting cook out at his house. He will provide the meat all you need to bring is a side
to share and your drink of choice. So our host can get an accurate count for food.
Please RSVP by Monday June 20th on Eventbrite at the following link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mens-ministry-cook-out-tickets-354618392157 If you
have any questions, please contact Pastor Thompson at pastor@ascensionpgh.com.

PRAYER & PRAISE GROUP

Prayer & Praise is continuing to meet each Wednesday from 10-11am in the Fireside
Room and on Zoom. New faces are always welcome as they lift each other up in
prayer and share how God is working in their lives. If you have any questions or need
prayer, please email Bob Booth at: robertbooth1000@icloud.com

CONFIRMATION

We would like to congratulate Kayla and Isaac on confirming their faith here at
Ascension on Sunday, May 29! May God continue to bless you two!
We are looking forward to the next session of 7th & 8th grade Confirmation classes
starting this Fall.

SUMMER BREAK

Adult Bible class, Christian Education / Sunday school and our Men's & Women's
bible study groups are all taking a break for the summer!
Stay tuned for updates and have a great summer!

Ascension Lutheran Church
Christian Education
Summer 2022 Reading Challenge
Christian education is something we do both
at church and at home.
Learning more about our God and his Word is a year-round
pursuit for all in the family of God.
To help make this summer more intentionally focused on
independent learning, Ascension’s Christian Ed team is
presenting the congregation with a summer challenge: in
addition to whatever you already do to read, study, and learn
the Word, we challenge everyone to choose among the
following three books to read and then join the discussion
group at summer’s end. "If you have any questions, please
contact our Christian Education team at
education@ascensionpgh.com.

Happy Birthday!
Conor Tinneny

June 2

Rob Weber

June 3

Bill Powers

June 5

Nancy Hughey

June 10

Bill Seitz

June 22

Isabel Nicolette-Fantin

June 23

Bob Marcellus

June 24

Barb Marcellus

June 25

Melissa Rajendaran

June 28

Simon Blake

June 30

Carter Mayes

June 30

Happy Anniversary!
Mike & Cristen Fiffik

June 5

Mark & Chris Bocian

June 7

Bob & Barb Marcellus

June 10

Rob & Deb Weber

June 23

ISSAC & KAYLA

STAMPS FOR MISSIONS
LWML is always collecting stamps for
missions. If you want to contribute to this
ministry, here is what we look for:

June 5
"A Place in the Choir"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
God's world is like a big,
beautiful choir.
(Colossians 1:15-20)
June 12
"God Comes with a Community"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Acts 2:38-39)

1. Intact picture postcards. Do not cutoff the
stamps.
2. Foreign stamps & Large commemorative
US Stamps
3. Small definite US Stamps
4. Do not save Love, Flag, Bell or Christmas
stamps.
5. Any collections of stamps, save on sheets
if possible and do not remove stamps from
pages or album. Stamps should be trimmed,
leaving 1/2” margin around the stamp.
You can put them in Sandy Malarkey’s mail
slot in the narthex.

June 19
"What's on Your Playlist?"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Ecclesiastes 3:11)
June 26
"TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

Lutheran Hour broadcasts can be
heard on WWNL/1080 AM on
Saturdays at 3:30 PM and on
Tuesdays at 12:30 PM.
You may also read the sermon
or listen to it at:
www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp.

MITES FOR MISSIONS
LWML is always collecting spare change
and donations for missions. If you would
like to donate to our Mites for Missions
projects, please put your offerings in the
large Mite Box in the Narthex. We also have
small mite boxes you can take home to fill
with your spare change. There are cards
with a list of the 2021-2023 LWML Mission
Grants printed on them for you to see
where your mites will go. Monies are
divided 75% for District mission work & 25%
for national LWML missions.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
8225 Peebles Rd.
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
CHURCH OFFICE:
412-364-4463
FAX NUMBER:
412-369-0599
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday – Friday 9 AM -1 PM

Worship with us on Sundays at 9:30am onsite or on YouTube!
PASTOR:
Rev. Adam Thompson
EMAIL: pastor@ascensionpgh.com
SECRETARY’S EMAIL: secretary@ascensionpgh.com
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S EMAIL: music@ascensionpgh.com
www.ascensionpgh.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/Ascensionpgh
YouTube channel: AscensionPGH
CHURCH EMAIL ACCOUNTS
Please use the email addresses below for contacting these individuals or groups:
President (Lynn Gunther)
Vice President (Mark Straszheim)
Treasurer (Patti Lopresto)
Financial Secretary (Kristin Mays)
Elders
Board of Christian Education
Board of Trustees
SOAR Respite Nights
Media (Cherie Shaginaw)
Vacation Bible School

president@ascensionpgh.com
mark.straszheim@gmail.com
treasurer@ascensionpgh
finance@ascensionpgh.com
elders@ascensionpgh.com
education@ascensionpgh.com
trustees@ascensionpgh.com
soar@ascensionpgh.com
media@ascensionpgh.com
vbs@ascensionpgh.com

