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A Special Note From Our President
My father was very active in the church and made sure we attended
worship services every Sunday. He heard this ending
to the common table prayer, and introduced it to our church
(at the time) many years ago.
Every time I pray this prayer, I’m reminded how blessed my family was
to have him as our father.
“Come Lord Jesus be our guest and let these gifts to us be blessed, and
may our souls by thee be fed ever on the living bread."
Just as I feel blessed to have had my father in my life, we should feel
blessed that we have our heavenly Father, and his son Jesus, who
provides living bread for us on a daily basis.
My hope is that you and our church will adopt this ending for
your meal time prayer. Only Gods knows if some day
your children might introduce this ending to another church
community many years from now.
Your servant in Christ,
Lynn Gunther
Congregation President

Pastor's Note
Dear Saints of Ascension,
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? Luther wrote the following in his small
catechism concerning this question, “It is the true body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us
Christians to eat and to drink.” (Luther’s Small Catechism, CPH 2018 Edition, p.28)
This is what our church, the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod (LCMS), confesses
regarding the sacrament of Communion. It truly is Christ’s body and blood. For
the next few months, we are going to meditate on the Sacrament of Communion.
This month’s meditation will focus on whether Communion is personal or
communal. In other words, is it just between me and God or are more people
involved?
Communion is a deeply personal interaction between us and God. This is
something that we, citizens of a very individualistic society, prize and treasure
and we should. It is the God of all things bringing the true body and blood of His
only Son, Jesus, and giving them to you! “For you” is in the address I, as the
pastor, speak with the host and the elders speak with the wine. When it is given, I
say, “Take and eat, this is the true body of Jesus given for you.” The elders say,
“Take and drink, this is the blood of Jesus shed for you for the forgiveness of your
sins.” Communion is deeply personal, because God intends to give these gifts to
you. Yet communion is even more than this! If we focus only on the individual
nature of communion, then we fail to see another great gift God intends to give
us in the sacrament. When you take communion, you are being united into one
body, Christ’s body, with fellow believers. Is this between you and God? Yes, but
not just you. God is giving this gift to His church to draw us all into the one body
and eternal life of His Son, Jesus. The apostle Paul teaches us about this in his
first letter to the church in Corinth.
“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation [communion] in the
blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation [communion] in
the body of Christ? Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one bread.” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) This verse is where
we get the word communicant from. It comes from the Greek word, κοινωνία
(pronounced coin-oh-nia), meaning “partner, sharer.” So, a communicant is one
who shares in something with someone. Paul is writing this to instruct some of
the Corinthian Christians who were eating in gathering of pagan worship.

He is using the example of the celebration of the sacrament to illustrate that
when we celebrate Communion, we are in fact participating or communing in the
body and blood of Christ with everyone in the body of Christ. He uses this reality
to point to why they should not be participating in the pagan table. It is making
them sharer or communicants in the pagan worship. Not only is this bad for
them, but it also confuses other Christians regarding the significance of
Communion. Paul continues in the next chapter addressing the problem of the
Lord’s Supper directly. Not only were the Corinthians participating in pagan ritual
meals, but they also violated the spirit of the communal gathering Jesus
instituted. They separated people based on status, “When you come together, it
is not the Lord’s Supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his
own meal. One goes hungry and another gets drunk.” (1 Corinthians 11:20-21)
Paul then admonishes them saying, “For I received from the Lord what I also
delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus Christ on the night when he was betrayed…”
(1 Corinthians 11:23) They were not gathering in accordance with Jesus’
institution of Communion.
Here we can see Paul is teaching the Communion clearly more than a personal
interaction between us and God. We must consider the others who share at the
altar of Christ with us. Paul continues, “For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” This illustrates the
public nature of our act of communion. By coming forward and receiving the
sacrament, we are proclaiming to one another and to every generation of
believers that Jesus gave his body and blood on the cross, that He gives them at
this altar, and that He will return to bring us to the full heavenly feast in His
kingdom.
As a “foretaste of the feast to come,” Communion isn’t just between us and
God. It unites us with the other Christians in our congregation who partake of the
Sacrament, and all Christians who receive the sacrament throughout all time in
heaven and on earth! We are joined in one body—the body of our Lord Jesus! It is
a meeting of heaven and earth with Jesus’ death and resurrection at the center!
What an amazing gift! Let us humbly and joyously gather in faith at our Lord’s
table and receive this heavenly gift!

In Christ, Pastor Adam Thompson

OUTREACH UPDATE: FREEZER CLEANING ALERT
The Outreach Committee will be cleaning the freezer on Sunday, September 11, following
the Rally Day Picnic. If you have anything in it that you would like to keep, please take it
home until after the Pumpkin Fest. Every inch of space is needed to store the
pies prior to baking them. Thank you!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
A huge thank you to Ascension Lutheran Church members for the prayers, support, caring
& donations for my son, Luke. As you can imagine there are a lot of doctor visits, tests and
equipment needed. It will be one year in October since the accident. Progress has been
amazing. Riding a stationary bike twice a day, limited walking and started warm water
therapy. Also Luke’s attitude & drive is key! Again, thank you to the prayer warriors.
Love in Christ – Cheryl Sedar, Luke & Joy Sedar, Joe Sedar & Casey Cline

THANK YOU FROM WEST VIEW HUB
Thank you so very much for your generous donation of $729.00 to the West View HUB.
We are truly grateful for your support of our programs. With the help of our generous
neighbors and firends, we have been able ot provide food ditribution to over 200 people a
week thought the pandemic. In adition, we have updated & epxnded our library collection,
which is now availble online. We continue to strive to meet the needs of our community and
look forawd tro some new programs in the coming months. Our summer programs have
been very well attended and we continue to offer support to our neighbors and community.
All this is possible because of generous donation such as yours.
- Scott Pavlot, Executive Director - West View HUB

TABLES AT FLEA MARKET & PUMPKIN FEST
Tables for the flea market are being reserved now. Contact Vicki Wiegand at
724-816-0413 or email her at vickig@zoominternet.net to reserve a table.

PUMPKINFEST HELP WANTED!
Vicki needs a few people to help set up tables for the Pumpkinfest on
Friday, October 7th. If you are available during the day, please let her know
and she will arrange her schedule around yours.
You can text, call or email her at vickig@zoominternet.net

FALL SERVICE
OPPORTUNITY
We are seeking volunteer pie bakers to benefit
our pie fundraiser at Pumpkin Fest.
Thursday, September 15 9am-6pm
Friday, September 15 9am-6pm
Friday, October 7 9am-1pm
Can't make it those days?
You can still help!
Many hands make light work.
Contact Trish at 412.538.8339

Women's Bible Study
Join us for our 8-week
Bible study,
Chosen: A Study of Esther
Thursdays starting
Sept. 29 at 7pm
Location: Church
Sign up in Narthex by Sept. 11!
Join our women's ministry email list!
Contact Marissa at marissarinas@gmail.com to be added
to our contact list for future women's updates.

ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
Our Adult Bible Studies will begin again on Sunday September 18th.
Classes will be held immediately following Sunday Divine Service.
We are offering two Adult classes: Topical study & Book of the Bible:
Topical Study: Nurturing Your Faith series, facilitated by Mike Fiffik & Dave Dille, in our Fellowship
Hall. Dr. Dale Meyer examines the believer’s life in four sessions. Using 1 Peter’s instructions on
Christ-centered conduct and service, Meyer’s study stresses the need to live like Jesus for others
yet resist the world around us. Reflection questions prompt users to respond in their own words.
Book Study: Isaiah’s Ancient Songs for Today, facilitated by Cooper Blake in the Fireside Room.
The series is offered by Concordia, St. Louis and presented by Reverend Dr. Jeff Gibbs (Greek
Scholar, author of CPH’s Matthew Commentary) and Reverend Dr. Reed Lessing (Hebrew scholar,
author of multiple Old Testament commentaries). This five-part study considers the fourth Servant
Song’s context within Isaiah 40–55 and how it impacted New Testament authors like Matthew,
Mark, Luke, John, and Paul. The discussion also takes up how the Suffering Servant gives his gifts
of peace and righteousness, as well as what all of this means for Christians today.

Join us on SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11th!
We are celebrating the kickoff of our Christian Education
by having a blessing & installation of our teachers
during our Divine Service.
After service will be a time of fellowship with our
members, families, and neighbors from the community!
A service project will also be available.
We will provide hot dogs, ice cream sundaes & drinks.
Please let Vicki Wiegand know if you would be willing to
help with the grill or would like to donate a side dish!

"The Candreva
Communique"
Summer 2022

It has been quite the ride for Vanessa and me. October of 2021, we celebrated our 25th
anniversary with all you by renewing our vows. Then in November, Vanessa went to
visit her mom, which unexpectedly turned fatal when she fell twice; so, our Christmas
season included a funeral. In March of this year, I received admission to seminary, and
by May, we packed up our house, finished the remaining construction projects in our
Pittsburgh house, and moved everything to Fort Wayne.
During the course of the move, I had to take three entry level competency exams, and
then I was enrolled in a 10-week Summer Intensive Greek course, all as pre-requisites
to start the Fall term at seminary. *phew* To say we were exhausted was an
understatement. Yet, God gave us the strength and energy to move forward. As of
today, I have completed the Summer Greek Intensive. Now, the seminary says I have
the ability to translate the New Testament from its original language. We’ll see about
that when I get into my next classes. However, to the instructor’s credit, I have
translated through 1 John already. Speaking of next classes, this Fall term, I’ll be
enrolled in the following courses: Gospels I (Matthew), Liturgics I, Catechetics, and
Dogmatics I. Both Vanessa and I are looking forward to a more regular class structure.
Me, because I’ll be getting into the “meat” of the program, and Vanessa because she
won’t be hearing me read aloud Greek flashcards every waking moment when I’m
home. Because of the intensity of the Greek class this Summer, there hasn’t been
much of a chance to explore a lot of Fort Wayne However, one day on one of our walks
on the numerous trails here, we walked by a small private air strip that was advertising
a free lunch. That sign identified my favorite food, “free”. We cleaned up after our walk
and returned at lunch time, and much to our surprise there was an antique car show
and an air show as well. Lunch was “steamers” (aka sloppy joes).

Good times. Also, to celebrate passing Greek, Vanessa rented a cabin about an hour
north of us, and much to my surprise, there was a music festival going on featuring the
Christian rock band, Petra. They have been going strong since 1972, and something I
did not know: they got their start right here in Fort Wayne. They haven’t lost their touch
in 50 years! We enjoyed the peaceful relaxation of camping in the cabin as well as the
concert. Vanessa has been busy making our house a home and also setting up her
music room. She’s finally enjoying her retirement and focusing on things that make her
happy: practicing Chopin on the piano, playing flute at the seminary chapel
occasionally, composing songs, having her coffee on the deck, and taking some random
online self-paced classes. And, for those of you who know she’s been without a car
since February – she finally has a new ride: a beautiful red Mazda CX-5. We also cannot
believe how similar Fort Wayne is to Pittsburgh. Pittsburgh has three rivers…Fort Wayne
has three rivers and one of them, like Pittsburgh, has a Native American name, the
Maumee River. Pittsburgh is shaped like a triangle… Fort Wayne is too. Pittsburgh has
Ft. Pitt at the tip of its triangle…. Fort Wayne has, you guessed it, ‘Fort Wayne’ at the tip
of its triangle. Difference? There are NO hills, let alone a West End Overlook, or a Mt.
Washington. It’s great for gas mileage, but we do miss our hills. Finally, we miss our
Ascension church family dearly. Although we’ve met many wonderful people and have
visited so many LC-MS churches here, there is no place like home. We love you all!
God’s many blessings to each and every one of you!

~ χαίρετε πάντοτε!
Pete Candreva

We pray for relief from suffering and a diagnosis for Harper,
cousin of the Mayes family.
We pray for the residents of the US Virgin Islands. There is a major water
shortage & severe supply line problems for other necessities.
We give thanks to God for a successful knee surgery for Zach Foust
and ask God to bless his recovery.
We give thanks for the healthy birth of Caleb Rajendaran, Melissa’s son,
and for watching over the health of mom and baby. We pray for a speedy
recovery for Melissa and healthy growth for Caleb.
We pray for God’s healing strength for Sandy Malarkey's daughter, Katie
Milo, who is struggling with her recovery from recent hip surgery and
feeling discouraged.
Prayers for healing for Barb Marcellus’s three cousins – Lynda who is
receiving PT/OT at Concordia after hospitalization with hydrocephalus,
Dale who is hospitalized with an infection, meningitis, and lymphoma,
and Elaine who has vertigo.
Prayers for Allyson Hosilyk’s friend Roni Millie. After 7 years of dialysis,
She has finally made the list for a kidney transplant. Praying for God’s
strength to see her through the process.
Prayers needed for Calista, 16 year old daughter of Cristen Fiffik’s coworker who is struggling with multiple rare health issues. We pray for
God’s wisdom for the doctors to find a good treatment plan, and for
comfort and strength for Calista and her parents
We pray for God to provide a person to serve as Ascension Lutheran’s
Music Director.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Pete Candreva

September 02

Emily Shaginaw

September 03

Virginia Lucas

September 04

Joe Meinert

September 04

Magnolia Tinneny

September 05

Ruth Holmes

September 06

Kurt Dolph

September 08

Michael Fantin

September 08

Ruby Lucas

September 08

Mark Straszheim

September 12

Amanda Diak

September 14

Dennis Meier

September 16

Lynn Gunther

September 17

Mike Fiffik

September 23

Juliette Schroeder

September 24

Levi Fischer

September 25

Blythe Letters

September 26

Lora Koontz

September 27

Armani Obringer

September 29

Concetta Letters

September 30

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Troy & Connie Letters
Mark & Katie Straszheim
Paul & Ruth Redondo
Tim & Lora Koontz

September 02
September 13
September 21
September 29
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