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A Christ-centered community where we connect, learn, and serve.
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Welcome To Our Guests
It is a great joy to have you here today. We pray that your time with us
helps deepen your faith in our Lord, Jesus Christ. If we can be of service
to you or your family, we invite you to talk to us at your convenience.
You will always be welcome here. Please do us the honor of signing
the guest sheet at the podium at the front of the church or at the entrance
from the Education Wing.
Thank you for coming!

Pastor: Rev. Adam Thompson
pastor@ascensionpgh.com
Music Director: Patricia Reavel
music@ascensionpgh.com
Secretary: Allyson Hosilyk
secretary@ascensionpgh.com

8225 Peebles Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15237
Phone: 412-364-4463
Fax: 412-369-0599
www.ascensionpgh.com
www.facebook.com/AscensionPgh
www.twitter.com/AscensionPgh

LAST SUNDAY OF THE CHURCH YEAR
WELCOME
PRELUDE
AS WE GATHER
There are many things that can define who we are: our relationships, our jobs,
our language, our socioeconomic status, our location, or many others. Today, we
focus on our identity in Jesus. Who are we because of Jesus? We will find that
ultimately, we are not defined by what we do but by what Jesus does for us.
Because of Jesus and His work and His ways, we are delivered and set free from
sin and the assaults of Satan. You are a forgiven child of God!
Stand

DIVINE SERVICE II (SECOND SETTING)
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INVOCATION
P
C

Matthew 28:19b; 18:20

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

OPENING HYMN – Above All
EXHORTATION

Hebrews 10:22; Psalm 124:8; Psalm 32:5

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ
to grant us forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

CONFESSION OF SINS
P

Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto You
that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned against
You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to Your
2

C

infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die for
us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all our
sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of You and
of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end that by Your
grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

ABSOLUTION
P

C

[John 20:19–23]

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your
sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GREETING OF PEACE
At this time, you may turn to those around you and greet each other with the peace of Christ.

PSALM

Psalm 46

P

1

C

2

P

3

C

4

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea,
though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble at its swelling.
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

P

5

C

6

P

7

C

8

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved;
God will help her when morning dawns.
The nations rage, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Come, behold the works of the LORD,
how he has brought desolations on the earth.
3

P

9

C

10

P

11

KYRIE

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear;
he burns the chariots with fire.
“Be still, and know that I am God.
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth!”
The LORD of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Mark 10:47

P

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.

P

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.

P

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us
pray to the Lord.

P

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
P

Revelation 5:12–13; 19:5–9

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P

The Lord be with you.

P

Let us pray.
Lord Jesus Christ, You reign among us by the preaching of Your cross.
Forgive Your people their offenses that we, being governed by Your
bountiful goodness, may enter at last into Your eternal paradise; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C
Sit

OLD TESTAMENT READING

Malachi 3:13–18

“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD. But you say, ‘How
have we spoken against you?’ 14You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is
the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD
of hosts? 15And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but
they put God to the test and they escape.’”
16
Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of
those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name. 17“They shall be mine, says
the LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will
spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18Then once more you
13

6

shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who
serves God and one who does not serve him.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
GRADUAL
P

Revelation 7:14b; Psalm 84:5

These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.
Blessèd are those whose strength is in you,
in whose heart are the highways to Zion.

EPISTLE READING

Colossians 1:13–20

13

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of
sins. 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16For by
him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him
and for him. 17And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.
18
And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19For in him all the
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

ALLELUIA AND VERSE

John 6:6-8

7

HOLY GOSPEL
P

Luke 23:27–43

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-third chapter.

27

And there followed [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of women who
were mourning and lamenting for him. 28But turning to them Jesus said,
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for
your children. 29For behold, the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are
the barren and the wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’
30
Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover
us.’ 31For if they do these things when the wood is green, what will happen when
it is dry?” 32Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death
with him. 33And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they
crucified him, and the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34And Jesus
said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to
divide his garments. 35And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed
at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God,
his Chosen One!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him
sour wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”
39
One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the
Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not
fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has
done nothing wrong.” 42And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into
your kingdom.” 43And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with
me in Paradise.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

Pastor Thompson

8

HYMN OF THE DAY - Children of the Heavenly Father
THE APPLICATION OF GOD'S WORD FOR TODAY

Pastor Thompson

Stand

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the
dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
9

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – Blessing of the Boxes
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each prayer, the response will be:
P
C

Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Sit

OFFERING - Wonderful, Merciful Savior

Praise Team

Stand

OFFERTORY - What Shall I Render to the Lord
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Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

PREFACE

2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

PROPER PREFACE
P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human flesh
and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose
from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for
You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and singing:

SANCTUS

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P

C

Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us
children of men and given your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. We give you thanks for the
redemption you have prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy
Spirit into our hearts that he may establish in us a living faith and prepare us
joyfully to remember our Redeemer and receive him who comes to us in his
body and blood.
Amen

LORD'S PRAYER
P
C

Matthew 6:9-13

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
12

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
P
C

John 20:19

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

AGNUS DEI

John 1:29

13

Sit

HOLY COMMUNION
Holy Communion is celebrated at Ascension Lutheran in the glad confidence that our Lord Jesus, as His
word says, gives not only bread and wine, but also His true Body and Blood for us to eat and drink for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Our Lord invites to His table those who, repenting of their sins,
believe His word that His body and blood are really present for the forgiveness of our sins. All baptized
believers who hold our confession and have examined themselves according to Scripture’s guidance (1
Corinthians 11:27-29), are invited to receive His Sacrament

COMMUNION SONGS - O Living Bread from Heaven
How Beautiful

LW 244

Stand

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE - Nunc Dimittis (Song of Simeon)

14

Luke 2:29–32

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER
P

C

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Sit

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Stand

BENEDICTION
P

Numbers 6:24–26

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

CLOSING SONG - Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates

LW 24 v. 1-3

DISMISSAL
P
C

Go in peace and
serve the Lord!
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LOOKING AHEAD: The assigned readings for next week are:
Jerimiah 23:5-8; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 21:1-9
15

SERVING TODAY
ELDER……..……………….………..…..….........................................................................Dave Dille
LAY READER…………..….…………………………………………….…………………Pete Candreva
USHERS.….……..……..…....................…...........................................Matt Gunther & Cristen Fiffik
ACOLYTE.………….……………….……...….….…….....…..….…..……………..………Isaac Krieger
ALTAR GUILD…………………………………………….……………….………….……Nancy Hughey
SERVING NEXT WEEK
ELDER….………………...…….………..…..…...................................................................Bob Booth
LAY READER………….……………………………………………….…………………..Darryl Gunther
USHERS.….……..………..…....................…...........................................Jim Obringer & Edie Krom
ACOLYTE.………….…….………….……...….….…….....…..….…..……………..………Kayla Arnett

HOLIDAY HOURS REMINDER - The church office will be closed Thursday November 24th &
Friday November 25th. We pray you have a wonderful Thanksgiving!
ALTAR FLOWERS – To the glory of God and in thanksgiving for our parents, Harold and Ruth
Dille, and Harry and Betty Marcellus.
VBS DATES - Please block off July 10-13 in your calendars for VBS 2023!!!
WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS
CELEBRATE ADVENT - Today and next Sunday, November 27th please stop by the narthex and
pick up materials for the children and teens in your life: your own children and their friends, nieces,
nephews, grandchildren, neighbors, etc. Choose a pop-up calendar that makes a Nativity scene for
younger ones or a booklet of Advent readings aimed at tweens, teens, and young adults.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - Today is the last day for Operation Christmas Child. I would
like to thank everyone who packed a box, either in person or on-line. Remember, each shoebox
isn’t just a box filled with stuff. Each box represents a child in need who may have never heard the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Each box is a Gospel Opportunity (GO) to share the Gospel of God’s
grace and mercy in Jesus. All because of YOU! Again, THANK YOU! Bob Marcellus
CHRISTMAS FOR CONCORDIA - It is time to put a smile on the faces of the residents of
Concordia, Franklin Park! Outreach is asking our Ascension family to help with gift giving. Starting
today, please stop by the narthex and pick a resident’s name to help make their Christmas
special. We are asking you to bring the presents back, wrapped, with the name of the resident on
the outside of the gift on December 11th. We will take the gifts to Concordia of Franklin Park for
their Christmas party. They are still in the planning stage but believe the party will be Wednesday,
December 21st at 2 pm. If you wish to join in the festivities and see them open their gifts, you are
welcome to come to the party.
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SPIRITUAL CONVERSATIONS WORKSHOP – On Saturday December 3rd, Christ Lutheran
Church in Forest Hills is offering a Lutheran Hour Ministry workshop. Presented by Ashley Bayless,
this course will help you to gain confidence and learn strategies for how to have more meaningful
spiritual conversations with others. You will be guided through research-based insights and given
tools to help you more comfortably engage in Spiritual Conversations. RSVP by 3pm on December
1st, 2022 - Please Register online at lhm.org/scda-pitt
POINSETTIA’S –We are offering for sale 6” poinsettia plants to beautify our sanctuary for
Christmas. We will have Red, White or Pink available for $10.00 each. Order forms are on the
table in the narthex & orders are due by December 5th. Any questions, please see Allyson or
Janet. Order forms & payments go to Janet or Allyson or place in their respective mailbox, or you
can place in the offering plate. Flowers will be available for pickup directly after our Christmas
Eve service. Checks should be made payable to Ascension Lutheran Church.
A VISIT TO BETHLEHEM – You’re invited to join in this community celebration of the Nativity. A
Visit to Bethlehem recreates the town & people of Bethlehem for you & your family this Christmas
season. Please take advantage of this free, walk-through event on December 3-4 & 10-11 from
1:00pm-4:00pm held at St. John’s Lutheran Church of Highland. Please see the flyer in the
narthex.
A FESTIVAL OF LESSONS & CAROLS - The Pittsburgh Lutheran Chorus presents a celebration
of our Savior’s birth! We hope and pray you will join us for the Lessons and Carols presentation on
Sunday, December 4 at Rebecca Residence Chapel at 2:30 p.m. and HighPointe at Rebecca
Chapel at 4:00 p.m. You can find more details on the flyer hanging in the narthex.
SUNDAY SCHOOL – Our Sunday School classes meet following our Divine Service. Toddlers –
with Emily Marcellus; K-2 – with Patti Lopresto; 3rd - 6th Grade with Lora Koontz. Parents of
toddlers may stay in the classroom with your child if you wish.
YOUTH GROUP – Our 7th - 12th grade youth group will meet with Pastor and the new member
class in the Fireside Room directly following our Divine Service.
OLD TABLES AVAILABLE – Ascension is getting rid of its old tables from the fellowship hall & we
are selling them at $10 per table; if you are interested see our head trustee, Michael Fantin, for
details.
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY – We are offering two Adult Bible study classes immediately following
Sunday Divine Service:
❖ Topical Study: Nurturing Your Faith series, facilitated by Mike Fiffik & Dave Dille, in our
Fellowship Hall. Nurturing Your Faith: Prayer is a four-session series exploring the role of
different types of prayer in the believer's life. Prayers of intercession, gratitude, confession,
and praise are considered in various scriptural settings by highlighting a particular prayer's
context, who offered it, and why. An opening video featuring Rev. Don Everts prefaces
each session and gives context to what follows.
❖ Book Study: The book study class will be facilitated by Janine Nicolette and meets in the
Fireside Room. We will be studying the book “Hebrews: The Fulfillment of Faith” by
Howard Kramin. This 12-session series from Concordia Publishing includes background
information, a discussion of author, audience, occasion, and purpose, and challenging
questions on this important book.
NEW MEMBER CLASS – If you’re interested in becoming a member of Ascension Lutheran
Church, we invite you to join us as we go over the basics of the Lutheran confession of the
Christian faith. We meet after our worship service in the conference room. Any member wanting a
refresher is welcome to join us. There’s no commitment to join by attending the class. If you have
questions, please contact Pastor Thompson at pastor@ascensionpgh.com.
ASCENSION PRAYERS

 Please keep Rebecca Calderwood, sister of Melissa Wolfslayer, in your
prayers. She is having a minor heart procedure and still experiencing
complications from Lyme Disease.
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THIS WEEK AT ASCENSION

SUNDAY
11/20/2022

WEDNESDAY

WORSHIP SERVICE

9:30 AM

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

11:00 AM

FAMILY SMALL GROUP

5:00 PM

PRAYER & PRAISE

10:00 AM

CONFIRMATION CLASS

7:00 PM

THURSDAY

OFFICE CLOSED – HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

FRIDAY

OFFICE CLOSED – HAPPY
THANKSGIVING

SUNDAY
11/27/2022

WORSHIP SERVICE

9:30 AM

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

11:00 AM
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Children’s Christmas Program – Sunday, December 18th – 9:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service – Saturday, December 24th – 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Day Service – Sunday December 25th – 10:30 a.m.
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