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Welcome! We’re happy you’re with us for worship today.

IF YOU ARE VISITING FOR THE FIRST TIME, please take a moment to sign in at the
podium at either sanctuary entrance. We pray your time with us strengthens your faith in
the Lord. We are a member congregation of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod
(LCMS). You can find more information about our beliefs at LCMS.org/about/beliefs.

IF YOU HAVE SMALL CHILDREN, we understand that God made them wiggly and
noisy at times, but we also believe they should be with us in worship. If you need a
moment, we have a nursery available to you through the hallway to the right of the altar.
Children’s bags are also available in the Narthex for use during service.

HOLY COMMUNION is celebrated at Ascension Lutheran on each Sunday. We receive
this Holy Sacrament in the glad confidence that our Lord Jesus, as His word says, gives
not only bread and wine, but also His true Body and Blood for us to eat and drink for the
forgiveness of our sins (Matthew 26:26-28). Our Lord invites to His table those who,
repenting of their sins, believe His word that His body and blood are truly present for the
forgiveness of our sins. All baptized believers who hold our confession of faith and have
examined themselves according to Scripture’s guidance (1 Corinthians 11:27-29), are
invited to receive His Sacrament. If you are not yet baptized or are visiting us for the first
time, we invite you to come forth during communion and fold your arms over your heart
for a blessing. Pastor would be happy to discuss receiving Holy Communion at
Ascension with you.

AFTER EACH SERVICE from September to May, please join us for a brief time of
FELLOWSHIP with coffee and treats downstairs in our Fellowship Hall briefly before we
begin our CHRISTIAN EDUCATION hour for those ages 2 and above.

If you have any questions, seek out Pastor, an usher, or a member with a name
tag; they will be happy to help you out.

SERVING TODAY: SERVING NEXT WEEK:
ELDER(S): Dave Dille & Kurt Dolph ELDER(S): Bob Booth & Mike Fiffik
LAY READER: Dave Dille LAY READER: Darryl Gunther
USHERS: Lynn Gunther & Ken Lindsey USHERS: Lora Koontz & Edie Krom
ACOLYTE: Christian Fleishauer ACOLYTE: Gabriel Blake



Second Sunday of Easter

Pre-Service - There Is One Gospel

Welcome
Prelude
Stand
Invocation Matthew 28:19b; 18:20
(P] Inthe name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Opening Hymn - O Holy Spirit, Enter In LSB 913
Exhortation Psalm 124:8; Psalm 130:3-4; Luke 18:13
(P] Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P] Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and

praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the
fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess
before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together
as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly
Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

Confession of Sins

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.



Absolution [John 20:19-23]
(P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by
His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Greeting of Peace

Following the Absolution, the people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with
you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matthew 5:22-24;
Ephesians 4:1-3).

Hymn of Praise - We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight LSB 720
Sit
First Reading Acts 5:29-42

2%But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.
%0The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.
31God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”

33When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them. **But a
Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in honor by all
the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while.
35And he said to them, “Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with
these men. *For before these days Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody,
and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was killed, and all who
followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 3’After him Judas the Galilean
rose up in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him.
He too perished, and all who followed him were scattered. *So in the present
case | tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or
this undertaking is of man, it will fail; *but if it is of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God!” So they took his
advice, “°%and when they had called in the apostles, they beat them and charged
them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. “'Then they left the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer
dishonor for the name. “2And every day, in the temple and from house to house,
they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.

This is the Word of the Lord.



Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading 1 Peter 1:3-9

®Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, “to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, *who by God’s
power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the
last time. ®In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have
been grieved by various trials, ‘so that the tested genuineness of your faith—
more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though
you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,
%obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 20:19-31
(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

190n the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked
where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among
them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 2?When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. ?!Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me,
even so | am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ZIf you forgive the sins of anyone,
they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.”

2“Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when
Jesus came. ?°So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he
said to them, “Unless | see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, | will never
believe.”

28Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said,
“Peace be with you.” 2’Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see
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my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but
believe.” 2Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?°Jesus said to him,
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have
not seen and yet have believed.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are
not written in this book; 3tbut these are written so that you may believe that Jesus
is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his
name.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sit

Children's Message Pastor Thompson
Hymn of the Day - These Things Did Thomas Count As Real LSB 472
Sermon Pastor Thompson

Lutheran Catechesis - Confession Part 1
(P] What is Confession?
Confession has two parts. First, that we confess our sins, and second,
that we receive absolution, that is, forgiveness, from the pastor as from
God Himself, not doubting, but firmly believing that by it our sins are
forgiven before God in heaven.

What sins should we confess?

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not
aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer; but before the pastor we
should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.

®>

Stand

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,



suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life -} everlasting. Amen.

Sit
Offering
Meditation Song - Because He Lives
Stand
Offertory - Messenger Doxology

Praise and glory to the Father
Praise and glory to the Son
Praise and glory to the Spirit
Ever three and ever One
(Repeat)

Prayer of the Church
After each prayer, the response will be:

(P} Lord, in Your mercy,
Hear our prayer.

Lord's Prayer

(P} Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Praise Team

[1 Timothy 2:1-4]

Matthew 6:9-13



Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of InstitutionMatthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new
testament in My I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Peace of the Lord John 20:19
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Sit

Holy Communion

Distribution Hymns - Behold The Lamb

Verse 1 So we share in this Bread of Life
Behold the Lamb who bears our sins And we drink of His sacrifice

away As a sign of our bonds of peace
Slain for us and we remember Around the table of the King

The promise made that all who come in

faith Verse 2

Find forgiveness at the cross The body of our Saviour Jesus Christ



Torn for you eat and remember So we share in this Bread of Life

The wounds that heal the death that And we drink of His sacrifice
brings us life As a sign of our bonds of grace
Paid the price to make us one Around the table of the King
So we share in this Bread of Life
And we drink of His sacrifice Verse 4
As a sign of our bonds of love And so with thankfulness and faith we
Around the table of the King rise

To respond and to remember
Verse 3 Our call to follow in the steps of Christ
The blood that cleanses every stain of As His body here on earth
sin As we share in His suffering
Shed for you drink and remember We proclaim Christ will come again
He drained death's cup that all may And we'll join in the feast of heaven
enter in Around the table of the King

To receive the life of God
Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling LSB 650

Communion Dismissal
(P} Now may this true body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
strengthen and preserve you, in body and soul, unto life everlasting. Depart
in His peace and with joy.
Amen.

Stand
Post-Communion Canticle - Thank You Jesus For The Blood

Thank You Jesus for the blood applied

Thank You Jesus it has washed me white
Thank You Jesus You have saved my life
Brought me from the darkness into glorious light

Post-Communion Prayer
(P] Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through
this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would
strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P) The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The LoRrD look upon you with favor and I« give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Song - Christ Our Hope In Life and Death

Verse 1 In our great Redeemer's blood

What is our hope in life and death Who holds our faith when fears arise

Christ alone Christ alone Who stands above the stormy trial

What is our only confidence Who sends the waves that bring us nigh

That our souls to Him belong Unto the shore the rock of Christ

Who holds our days within His hand (Chorus)

What comes apart from His command

And what will keep us to the end Verse 3

The love of Christ in which we stand Unto the grave what will we sing
Christ He lives Christ He lives

Chorus And what reward will heaven bring

O sing hallelujah Everlasting life with Him

Our hope springs eternal There we will rise to meet the Lord

O sing hallelujah Then sin and death will be destroyed

Now and ever we confess And we will feast in endless joy

Christ our hope in life and death When Christ is ours forevermore
(Chorus x2)

Verse 2

What truth can calm the troubled soul Tag

God is good God is good Now and ever we confess

Where is His grace and goodness Christ our hope in life and death

known

Sit

Announcements

Memory Verse For The Week: Acts 5:38-39a - So in the present case | tell you, keep
away from these men and let them alone, for if this plan or this undertaking is of man, it
will fail; *®but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them.

10



Dismissal
(P} Go in peace and
serve the Lord!

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights
reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.

Looking Ahead - Next Week’s Verses:
Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-14; 1 Peter 1:17-25; Luke 24:13-35

This week we pray for:

e NEW: For the family and friends of Clayton Mees, who died in the faith.
Comfort them with the hope and peace that comes from the promise of
the resurrection victory in Jesus.

e [For protection for all who serve in our armed forces and especially for
Joshua, Lynn Rodina's grandson, who is a marine deployed in the
conflict in Iran.

e For the family and friends of Ray, Alan Gard's father, who died in the
faith. Comfort them, in the midst of their mourning, with the hope and
promise of the resurrection in Jesus.

e For the family and friends of Darlene Harris, former member of St.
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, who died in the faith. Comfort them with the
hope and peace that comes from the promise of the resurrection victory
in Jesus.

e Arlene Rusnica, who sustained a broken arm in a fall, that she recovers
quickly and is relieved from pain.

John Fagen, for strength and faith as he battles cancer.
Thanksgiving for successful surgery for Kurt Dolph and continued
treatment.

e Greg Horne, husband of Rosalie Horne, as he deals with physical and
mental distresses. Grant him relief and healing from his afflictions.

e Darryl Gunther for healing for his eyes.
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e We give thanks for the progress Jim Obringer Sr. has made recovering
from his stroke. We pray you continue to grant him a return to even
more mobility.

e Shirley Waselko, who has started another round of chemo treatments
every six weeks. Prayers that she continues tolerate the treatments and
that they continue to work.

Church News & Announcements:

Happy Birthday to: Emily Marcellus April 13t
Ruth Redondo April 13th
Henry Thompson  April 141

Christian Education Hour - There is no Sunday School or Adult Bible Classes
today due to the special congregational meeting today.

Prayer and Praise: We are meeting this Wednesday at 10am for Prayer &
Praise! We meet in the Fireside Room at church or we have an online option via
Zoom. The link is sent in the Weekly Reminder email. If you have questions or
need prayer, please contact Bob Booth at 808-295-1835.

A/V Booth Helpers Needed: We are looking for volunteers to help in the A/V
Booth. If interested, please reach out to me at pastor@ascensionpgh.com.

New Members needed for Praise Team — With the departure of some of our
long-time Praise Team members we need some new people to help serve the
worship of the congregation on Sundays. Please prayfully consider joining our
Praise Team! If you have any questions, please contact Lisa or Emily Marcellus.

Free Drive-Through Spaghetti Dinner- This event will occur this Wednesday,
April 15" from 4 to 7 pm and is open to the public. This is our second effort at this
type of outreach. We especially need helpers to greet cars, deliver meals, help
with traffic control, make cookies, and offer a prayer if wanted. And of course,
helping to prepare meals on the day of the event. If you can volunteer for even
an hour or two, that would be so appreciated. Please help us make this project
as successful as the first when we served 300 dinners. A sign-up sheet is
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available on the table under the SERVE bulletin board. Any questions please
contact Trish at 412-538-8339.

Board of Stewardship- We are currently looking for someone to fill the Head of
the Board of Stewardship. The Board of Stewardship’s main objective is to
initiate programs of good stewardship attitudes amongst the Congregation
members regarding their time, talents, and treasures. This can include, but not
limited to recognizing members for their stewardship, annual pledges, training
opportunities, and assistance with finding ministry opportunities. If you feel
called to serve in this role, please contact Pastor Thompson,
pastor@ascensionpgh.com or Beth Gard, president@ascensionpgh.com

Special Congregational Meeting Parking Lot — There is a special meeting for
voting on the parking lot project today after the Divine Service.

Upcoming Spring Newsletter Deadline: Please submit your updates & photos
for the newsletter to Marissa Thompson at mthompson@ascensionpgh.com by
this Wednesday, April 15. It will go out by early May.

Men’s Bible Study: Men of Ascension, come join us for some fellowship,
conversation and study of the faith on Saturday, April 25" at 8:30 am.

Christmas Pageant Team Needed: Will Ascension continue to have a children’s
Christmas pageant? If yes, a team of members is needed. Costumes, scripts,
and operations instructions are available and organized, as is help from the
Music Director. If you are interested, please let Janeen Daftary know. A team of
2-3 members must be in place by September 20 in order for a 2026 pageant to
take place.
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This week at Ascension Lutheran Church:

Sunday Divine Service 9:30 AM
04/12 Special Congregational Meeting 11:00 AM
Tuesday Church Council Meeting 6:30 PM
Prayer & Praise 10:00 AM

Wednesday Drive-Thru Spaghetti Dinner 4:00-7:00 PM
Confirmation Class 7:00 PM
Sunday Divine Service 9:30 AM
04/19 Christian Education Hour 11:00 AM
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