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Mystery Island Vacation Bible School (by Answers in Genesis) will be held
July 12-15, 2021 from 6:00-7:30 PM! Please plan on joining us as we uncover
the truth of our creator God while creating crafts, playing games, making music,
and learning what the Bible says about the one true God! Each day, children
(entering PreK through 6th Grade) will learn more about one of God's amazing
attributes (great, almighty, ruler, Emmanuel, trustworthy) and how that applies
to their lives. Grab your sunscreen and get ready for a taste of paradise as you
track down the one true God at Mystery Island! If you have questions, please
contact Lisa and Emily Marcellus at vbs@ascensionpgh.com. Thank you for
your help and for your prayers for VBS! ~ Emily and Lisa
VBS
REGISTRATION
for
students
can
be
found
at
https://ascensionpgh.myanswers.com/mystery-island/, or paper forms are on
the table in the Narthex to register. Please turn your paper registration forms
into Ronette Blake.
VBS VOLUNTEER MEETING -- A brief meeting will be held after the worship
service on Sunday, July 11th for anyone interested in helping with VBS.
VBS PAINTING/CRAFTING PARTY -- Please help us make and paint scenery for
VBS! No prior experience necessary! Our last painting/crafting party will be on
Tuesday, July 6 (1-4:00 PM).
SCENERY HELP NEEDED -- Please consider helping us set up scenery on
Saturday, July 10 from 9:00 AM-Noon and after church on Sunday, July 11. We
will also need help taking scenery down on Saturday, July 17 from 10:00 AMNoon.

The Foust Family

Mason Foust’s Baptism

We rejoice with the Foust family on Mason’s baptism on June 19, 2021! Mason is
the son of Zachary and Samantha Foust and he is the little brother of Grady.
Sam’s father, Rev. Tony Masinelli (LCMS) was present to baptize his grandson.
Mason’s sponsors are Rob and Melissa Schweizer. Welcome to God’s family,
Mason!

Congratulations to Pastor Thompson and Marissa Rinas who became engaged
on Saturday, June 26, 2021! May God richly bless their life together!

The Trustees were busy at Ascension in June…
The Fellowship Hall, kitchen, back entry, and Fellowship Hall restroom
floors were stripped and waxed (see before and after pictures below)

AND a summer storm brought down a huge tree in Ascension’s lower lot:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Thank you so much for the wonderful luncheon (thank you Outreach Committee for all
your hard work), the kind words, the monetary gift from the congregation, and all the
gifts and beautiful cards you blessed me with for my retirement. Thanks to all the kids
who made handmade cards for me. I love them! I truly felt like a “Queen for the Day”
right down to the crown and sash! I’m not one for attention, and I was truly out of my
comfort zone, but I want to let you know that I love you all and loved serving the Lord
with you for the past 13 years. It was truly a blessing and labor of love. Thank you for
all you help, patience and grace over the years. Thank you also to my family for their
support and the beautiful song and video. Please keep me and my family in your
prayers as I make this transition. (We’re going to need them .) I’m glad that I will
still have you as my family. It’s been fun, but I’m done. See you in church!
In His service,
Barb

COOKED GOOSE – So many people commented on the excellence of the
caterer for Barb’s luncheon, thought you might like the phone number:
412-258-5944. The lunch committee highly recommends them.
Attention Families!
Waterfall Hike, Creek Splash & Summer Supper
Sunday, July 18th, 3:00 PM
Did you know that we have a waterfall hike right in our area? Join
us on Sunday, July 18th at 3:00 PM at Falls Run Park in Shaler for a
short yet fun hike and creek walk followed by dinner at a local
restaurant (location TBD). Bring bathing suits and towels if you plan
to splash around in the creek or waterfall. For more information,
please contact Ronette at youth@ascensionpgh.com.

Attention Teens (6th grade and up)!

Kayaking & Ice Cream in North Park
Saturday, July 31st, 2:00 PM
Have you ever seen those beautiful lakeside pictures of North Park dotted with packs
of kayakers and wished for an opportunity to experience that level of serenity? Well,
here's your chance! The teens will gather at the North Park boathouse on Saturday,
July 31st at 2:00 PM to kayak on this special lake with rentals from Venture Outdoors.
We'll grab an ice cream at the ice cream stand after. We look forward to sharing this
experience with you! RSVP to Ronette at youth@ascensionpgh.com or 412-443-3704.

THE PRAYER AND PRAISE GROUP meets via Zoom on Wednesdays at 10
AM until we are able to meet in person. If you have any questions or
need prayer, please call me at 808-295-1835. In the Love of Jesus, Bob
Booth

July Anniversaries:
4
Larry & Natalie Gaertner
7
Cooper & Ronette Blake
7
Ron & Pamela Davis

15
26
28

Tom & Nancy Farris
David & Mary Anne Dille
Michael & Nancy Hughey

July Birthdays:
1
Barbara Leist
3
Lisa Marcellus
4
Carol Stauffer
15
Gail Brent
20
Myra Davis
21
Stone Gaertner

22
22
24
27
28
28

Amy Diak
Logan Tinneny
Patti Lopresto
Richard Stauffer
Leah Agostino
Ray Donnelly

IF WE MISSED YOUR BIRTHDAY OR ANNIVERSARY, PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 412-364-4463.

Thank you to Janine Nicolette and Michael Fantin for
donating the smart TV for the Fireside Room!

We received the following thank you card:
Dear Ascension Family:
Your thoughtfulness means so much, more than words can ever
say. Thank you so much for the birthday wishes to my mother
Elva Fields. She was happy and delighted. I read all the cards and
notes she received. She was thrilled and had a very happy 96th
birthday!!
With our love and prayers. God bless you.
Sylvia Robinson (Elva’s daughter)

17TH ANNUAL CONCORDIA GOLF CLASSIC
The 17th annual Concordia Lutheran Ministries Golf Classic
will be held on Monday, July 12 at Treesdale Golf & Country
Club. Registration is scheduled for 8:30 AM with a shotgun
start at 10 AM, reception at 3 PM and banquet/program at 4
PM. Prizes will be awarded to three foursomes for the lowest
gross score. Cost per participant is $225 for golf, cart, gifts,
continental breakfast, grilled lunch, happy hour and
dinner/reception. All net proceeds from the CLM Golf Classic are directed to Concordia’s
Good Samaritan Endowment Fund, allowing Concordia to provide high-quality, faith-based
care to those with limited ability to pay. Click here to register for the event or purchase a
sponsorship online. You can also contact Larissa Yates at 724-352-1571, extension 8363,
or lyates@concordialm.org for more information or to register.

CONCORDIA ANNUAL 140TH SUMMER FESTIVAL
When: Sunday, July 25 from 12:30 – 5:30 PM
Where: Concordia at Cabot Campus
Details: Sunday, July 25 marks the 140th Concordia Summer Festival, with a
picnic lunch served at 12:30 PM and entertainment by the Pittsburgh Doo Wop
Big Band beginning at 1:30 PM. At 4 PM the traditional worship service will be
held with Concordia Chaplaincy Director Rev. Jack Hartman giving the sermon.
A car cruise will be on-site from 12:30 - 3:00 PM. A mini fishing derby for kids 12 and
under will highlight the children’s activities beginning at 12:30 PM. Crafts and games at the
pavilion will keep the kids busy for the rest of the day, and they are entitled to one free drink
and one free food item from our quick food tent, such as a burger, hot dog or chicken
tenders. The entire event is open to the public, and admission is free. Contact Public
Relations at 724-352-1571, extension 8268, or visit the Events and News page of our website
here.

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1).
We celebrate this month because of the freedoms and liberties our country has
afforded us. We are right to do this. We should be thankful for these liberties – the
freedom to gather together to worship and to live out what we believe in our daily
lives.
But freedom and liberty in our age have devolved. It has become a freedom from duty
instead of a freedom for it. Indeed, freedom and liberty in our age has turned into
licentiousness – a license to do what we want, when we want. This license is a
submission again to a yoke of slavery. For freedom as license to do what we desire
when we desire it means we are slaves to our desires and slaves to our passions.
Christ died to set us free from our desires. In Holy Baptism, our Old Adam is drowned
and put to death along with all sin and evil desires so that a new man may arise and
live before God in righteousness and purity. In Christ, we are a new creation. We are
set free from the passions of the flesh so that we are free to do our duty and bear fruits
of the Spirit.
Our duty is what God calls us to do as members of a family, society, and the Church.
God calls us to believe in His Word and gladly hear and learn it. He calls us to pray
for all people. He calls us to live in faith toward Him and in fervent love for our
neighbor. He calls us to put the gifts He gives to us in His service. God calls parents to
provide for their children and raise them in the fear and admonition of the Lord.
And God calls children to honor their parents and provide and care for them when
they are no longer able to do so themselves. God calls the government to punish those
who do evil and to reward those who do good. He calls citizens to pay their taxes and
honor the governing officials as God’s servants. He calls pastors to preach and teach
the Gospel, repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And He calls hearers to support
those who teach them with every good thing.
Christ died to set us free from the works of our selfish flesh, giving us the freedom
and liberty to do our duty. Stand firm, then, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery.

FOR HEALTH & HEALING
Pete DePasquale (Diane’s husband); Elva Fields; Gene Williams (mesothelioma);
Clay McClellan; Nadine Weber
FOR STRENGTH & COMFORT
For all those who lost loved ones, especially the Shaginaw and Edmundson
families on the death of mother and grandmother, Nancy Edmundson; Olivia,
Emily and Maddie on the death of their mother, Amy (friends of Fiffik’s); for the
citizens, survivors, relief workers, missionaries, and families affected by
hurricanes, earthquakes, terrorist attacks and disasters worldwide
FOR THANKSGIVING
For the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ; the gifts of love and God's Word;
family and friends; our country
FOR SAFETY/PROTECTION
For all affected by the coronavirus pandemic; missionaries; our armed forces;
unborn children
FOR DIRECTION AND FAITH
For those who are experiencing a crisis of faith; women with unplanned
pregnancies
GENERAL PRAYER, GUIDANCE, AND PROVISION
For our country and leaders; the Gaertner family; SOAR Respite Nights families;
Megan and Gene Williams, Jr. and DiscipleMakers; Pastor Eric Andræ and
Campus Ministry in Oakland; seminary students; the residents and staff of
Concordia Lutheran Ministries; Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship; Food For The Poor;
Christian Counseling Associates counselors and their clients; those with special
needs (physical, mental, or emotional)
*Please note that prayer requests will remain on the prayer list for 60 days
and then be removed unless an extension is requested
by notifying the church secretary.

Upcoming Lutheran Hour Broadcasts
July 4, 2021: “Clearly Christian: Scientific” Christians are not against science.
They just don't expect science to answer questions beyond its reach. Speaker: Rev.
Dr. Michael Zeigler
July 11, 2021: “Inheritance as Intended” An inheritance that's more than places,
property, and possessions-the inheritance God intended for His people. (Ephesians 1)
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
July 18, 2021: “The Problem and Promise of Deathbed Conversion” Is a lastminute conversion cause for joy or an insult to lifelong believers? Rev. Dr. Michael
Zeigler explores both the problem and the promise of deathbed conversions.
(Ephesians 2)
July 25, 2021: “TBD” Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Lutheran Hour broadcasts can be heard on WWNL/1080 AM on Saturdays at 3:30 PM and
on Tuesdays at 12:30 PM.
You may also read the sermon or listen to it at
https://www.lutheranhour.org/sermon.asp.
SIGN UP NOW FOR
ENCOUNTER WEEKEND!

A

FALL

LUTHERAN

MARRIAGE

We pray that you are enjoying the blessings of summer, but hope
you might take a minute to plan an important fall weekend for
your marriage whether you have been married 1 year or 60+
years. Because the pandemic has put a lot of stress on marriages,
and we want to give many couples an opportunity to renew and
revitalize your marital relationship, the registration fee has been
waived for this year. You pay only the amount specified on the website which includes
2 nights in your group-rate hotel room and meals. Also, scholarship funds are
available for anyone in need--simply e-mail or call us at the information below before
you register.
Which weekend will work for you:
October 1-3, 2021 – Heritage Hotel Lancaster in Lancaster, PA—Famous for its Robin
Hood-inspired restaurant, Loxleys
October 15-17, 2021 – Hyatt Place, Pittsburgh/Cranberry—spacious modern decor
guestrooms with couches--a half hour north of Pittsburgh
Should complications arise, your payment is refundable up to a month before the
weekend. Weekends begin at 8 PM on Friday night and end at approximately 3 PM on
Sunday. REGISTRATIONS WILL BE LIMITED, so sign up NOW while there are still
openings. Simply go to: www.GodLovesMarriage.org and find your chosen weekend,
fill out the form, and pay the amount specified with a credit card; or print the form
and mail with a check. Don't miss this opportunity to create a more intimate and joyful
marital relationship! For questions, please contact Northeast US Directors of
Lutheran Marriage Encounter, Fred & Julie Schamber, fjschamber@comcast.net or
724-325-3166.

ASCENSION LUTHERAN CHURCH
8225 PEEBLES ROAD
PITTSBURGH, PA 15237
Address Correction Requested
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:30 AM Worship Service in-person and live-streamed
Office Hours:
Monday – Friday 9:00 AM-Noon; 1:00-4:00 PM

OUR MISSION AND VISION
STATEMENT:
Acknowledging the great gift of God the
Father in sending His Son, Jesus Christ, as
our Savior, we the people of Ascension
Lutheran Church, as guided by the Holy
Spirit, are committed to the furtherance of
God's Kingdom. We will share and live the
Gospel in our homes, our church, our
community, and the world. Motivated by
Christ's love for us, we are dedicated to
spiritual growth and unity, worship and
fellowship, and compassionate service. We
recognize this as our common purpose and
pray that God will enable us by His strength
and wisdom to seek His will.
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